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Preface to the seventh edition. 


As one of the most celebrated mira- 

culous images, we may truly reckon | 
the Statue of the Divine Infant, 
which is venerated since centuries in 
the former Church of the Carmelites 
“St. Maria de Victories” at Prague. 
In 1884 the Editor published 
the ‘Gnadenreiche Jesukind” in 
which he gives a detailed account 
of the “Miraculous Statue” from 
which Rev. Father H. Koneberg 
took the following extracts, and 
to which he added prayers and 
devotions to the Holy Child. The 
printing establishment of Michael 
Seitz, Augsburg, has tastefully 
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arranged this little work. Thus it 
happened that the devotion to 
“the Miraculous Infant of Prague” 
which had flourished a century 
ago in many countries in Germany, 
was newly called to mind and more 
widely propagated. A proof how 
much this sweet devotion corres- 
ponds with the belief of the mul- 
titude is confirmed by the circum- 
stance, that after the lapse of not 
quite four years, the seventh edition 
was required. | 

The Rev. Father Hermann Kone- 
berg, the noble friend of children 
and the indefatigable writer for 
the people, died meanwhile, but 
I the undersigned have willingly. 
undertaken the work of the new 
edition. 
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May this little book be the 
means through which the devotion 
to the Holy Child will attain further 
propagation, take deeper root in 
the hearts of the readers, develope 
itself with greater power, and bring 
us all abundant fruits for eternal 
life | 


Vienna, the 25th of Nov. 1892. 


FATHER Jos. MAYER, 
C. SS. Red. 


AUGSBURG.—HAAS & GRABHERR. 


1. What was the origin of this 
devotion? 


Wno has not heard of the battle 
which was fought on the 22 4d Sunday 
after Penticost November 8 th 1620 
on the White Mountain near Prague? 
Supported by the Elector Maximi- 
lian of Bavaria the Emperor Fer- 
dinand II defeated the Protestant 
princes. This victory was not only of 
importance to the House of Habs- 
burg, to the Emperor Ferdinand II, 
but also to the Catholic interest’ 
in Bohemia. We must attribute the 
merit of this memorable victory to 
the Superior General of the discal- 
ced Carmelites Pater Dominic a Jesu 
Maria a venerable old man, as re- 
nowned for his mental gifts as for 
his piety. 
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Both the Emperor and Elector 
begged him to leave Rome, where 
he was reseding and come to Ger- 
many, in order encourage the Ca- 
tholic soldiers by his prayers and 
eloquence. Pope Paul V sent this 
pious man to Germany. He took 
part in the campaign accompany- 
ing the army like a true angel 
of heaven; administering the sacra- 
ments with indefatigable zeal ex- 
citing the warriors to courage and 
perseverance; and tending them du- 
ring the plague which carried away 
such mumbers of them. 

He always carried about him a pic- 
ture, which had holes made by he- 
retics in the eyes of all that were 
represented, in it: it was of our 
Lord’s Nativity with our Blessed 
Lady kneeling in front of the Divine 
Infant, and St. Joseph standing be- 
hind her, holding a lantern in his 
left hand, and two sheperds in the 
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background. With this picture, 
which he found in the castle of Stra- 
konitz, Dominic urged the strugg- 
ling generals to battle, whilst the 
Imperial troops followed singing the 
“Salve Regina.” In the midst of 
battle his presence animated them 
and they gained a brilliant victory 
= —their war-cry was “Maria, Maria.” 
In thanksgiving for the victory, and 
in gratitude to Dominic the Emperor 
Ferdinand founded several Carmelite 
convents in Vienna (1622) in Prague 
(1624) and later on in Gratz. In 
Prague he made them a present of 
a house which had been a Prote- 
stant place of worship, as well as 
a chapel and a house, The church 
was consecrated on the 4th of Sep- 
tember and received the title of 
“Our Lady of Victories.” In this 
church there is a marble altar which 
strikes the beholder at once by its 
beauty and the costliness of its or- 
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naments. Upon it stands a lovely 
wax statue of the merciful Infant 
Jesus 48 inches high with beautiful 
and attractive features, the right 
hand raised to give a blessing and 
holding in the left a golden globe. 
From the very beginning this little 
“Infant Jesus of Prague” was re- 
presented wearing a dress and cloak: 
now it has twenty dresses and cloaks 
some of which are richly embroi- 
dered and studded with diamonds 
and other precious stones. 

How came this lovely child into 
this church? Let us hear! The prin- 
cess Polyxena of Lobkowitz had 
always been a great friend of the 
Carmelites and she made them 
a present of the statue. How the 
princess came to get it has never 
been known. When she offered this 
statue of wax to the monks, she 
said as if in a prophetical tone 
“Venerable Fathers! I give you what 
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is dearest to me. Be devout to this 
picture and you will never want for 
anything’ — and her words were 
verified. 

As long as they remained devout 
to the Divine Child It was their 
faithful Father, mighty Protector, and 
generous keeper; Divine blessings 
were showered down in a most 
striking manner, and all the wants 
of the house both spiritual and tem- 
poral were supplied, but when their 
devotion ceased the blessings were 
with-drawn. The Fathers put the 
Statue in their Oratory and there 
- before Him Who willingly embra- 
ced poverty for love of us they laid 
bare all their necessities and made 
their prescribed meditations twice 
a day. — The novices were espe- 
cially devout to the Divine Child. 

In the year 1628 the convent was 
in great poverty and distress, — and 
the Emperor Ferdinand hearing of 


a 


SOE E 


-it gave them, 2000 florins and sent 


them a monthly supply of provi- 


sions; — this happened a short 
time before they received the Holy 
Statue — and they always con- 


sidered it a reward for their future 
great devotion. The monks attri- 
buted another temporal blessing to 
their little Guest: they had a vine- 
yard on lease which for want of 
money had become quite neglected 
and yielded no fruit; — but during 
these years, when the devotion to 
the Infant Jesus was flourishing, it 
produced such a quantity of the best 
wine as had never been heard of 
before. 7 

A novice who was tempted al- 
most to despair by the dryness 
of mind which he suffered from 
for years-was quite freed from this 
great cross through devotion to the 
Holy Statue. : 
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2. Forgotten and refound. 


Ir seemed that the devotion to 
the Divine Child was not to be of 
. long duration. The removal of the 
noviceship in 1630 to Munich where 
a new Carmelite Convent had sprung 
up —- deprived the “Infant Jesus 
of Prague,” of its most zealous vene- 
rators; — and so the special de- 
votions decreased and with. them 
the blessings of the Convent not 
only visibly but strikingly in the 
great ncecd and bitter want which 
again threatened. 

Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden 
marched against Germany. Where- 
ver he conducted his triumphant 
army he sent terror and dread be- 
fore him and left smoking ruins and 
thousands of corpses behind. This - 
was a time of sadness, the punish- 
ment of heaven for the desertion 
of the true faith. Germany seemed 
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to be lost for the want of the Ro- 
-~ man Catholic Church, and Gustavus 
Adolphus nearly established a Pro- 
testant empire. While the former 
conquered the west, an army of 
18,000 men strong marched against 
Bohemia: the garrison consisting of 
500 soldiers took flight and were 
joined by a number of noblemen, 
citizens, and Carmelite monks, with 
the exception of two, who remained 
in their convent. 
On November 15'* 1631 Prague 
opened her gates. More than 80 
Protestant preachers came and took 
possession of the greater number of 
Catholic churches. The Carmelite 
Convent was completely ransacked 
and its church given to the care of 
a Protestant minister; while the two 
Carmelites who remained in the con- 
vent were taken prisoners, watched 
by a guard of fifteen soldiers and 
kept in strong custody. In their hasty 
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flight the Fathers had entirely for 
gotten to put their Statue in a place 
of safety. When the plunderers 
found the “Holy Child” they threw 
this ‘‘papish bigotry ” as they called 
it with great derision behind the 
altar into the dust, the hands being 
broken in the fall; this however 
was the only damage it suffered 
though it was made of wax. 

Thus it happened that the sweet 
Infant lay forgotten and neglected 
in the dust for seven years. When 
the Fathers returned to Prague, they 
forgot in the anxiety for their daily 
want to look for the Statue. But 
as long as this carelessness lasted 
the want and misfortune of the 
house continued. Ferdinand III 
stopped the allowance which his 
father had granted to the monks; 
they likewise lost the annuity of . 
5000 florins which had been pro- 
mised for the building ofthe church. 
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The monks were so poor that they 
found it impossible to pay the rent 
of their fields and vineyards and so 
got notice to give them up. They 
were now in the greatest trouble 
and the most bitter want, but their 
days became still sader and more 
painful, for the novices had to leave 
a second time for Munich. June 
15th 1635 peace was concluded with 
Prague and with it came.some rest 
for the exhausted country; the monks 
however in the Carmelite Convent 
enjoyed no peace. The miraculous 
Infant Jesus lay still forgotten and 

covered with dust in a corner be- 
hind the altar. 

One day a novic found the Statue: 
took it into his hands and looked for 
a while at it, but instead of honouring 
it in a respectful manner he threw 
it with contempt back again into 
the dust — and strange to say — 
this novice did not persevere. 
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As long as the Statue remained 
forgotten the Convent seemed to 
be ruled by misfortune. No prior nor- 
master of novices filled his office for 
the three years that are prescribed 
‘by their rule; they always quitted 
their post before the time, owing 
to the insupportable miseries and 
annoyances of their position at that 
time. The same fate seemed to 
hang over all the members of the 
community for they felt so mise- 
rable and uneasy that after a short 
time they generally asked to be 
transferred. The Provincial could not 
understand and had not the sligh- 
test idea, why the blessings of God 
had been withdrawn from the Con- 
vent in Prague, and. why all this 
trouble and bitter disaster had 
come upon them. 

These crosses continued for seven 
years. About the time of Penticost, — 
in the year 1637, a pious man 
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(evidently sent by our Lord himself 
to re-establish the devotion to the 
long forgotten infant) came from 
Munich to Prague. It was the Bles- 
sed Cyrillus of the Mother of God, 
the very same novice who had got 
rid of his spiritual dryness of mind 
through devotion to this Statue. 

At that time the triumphant 
enemy marched once more on 
Prague. Often in one night hun- 
dreds of villages and castles were 
burnt to the ground — the misery 
that ensued was unspeakable. It 
was now the time for prayer 
- — the Prior with his community 
united to appease the wrath of 
= God by their mutual and humble 
supplications. 

Father Cyrillus searched in all the 
nooks and corners of the house, 
till he found covered with dust and 
cobwebs the Statue that had be- 
come so dear to him. 
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Thoroughly cleaned and bedewed 
_ with his tears and kisses he brought 
it to his superior, informing him at 
the same time of the graces he had 
obtained and begged him to give 
a home to his dear Infant in their 
Oratory. His request was willingly 
granted to the joy of the pious 
monk. -The Holy Statue being 
dressed the pious Father Cyrillus 
did not observe that His hands 
were totally broken off. After a 
lapse of seven years forgetfulness 
the statue was re-instaled in its 
former place. — The monks again 
performed their meditations recited 
their prayers before it; opened their 
hearts and sought comfort in their 
hours of bitter sorrow. | 

The enemy retired from the city, 
and the Convent, unmolested by 
the enemy, was suddenly richly 
supplied with provisions. This was 
the first blessing from the Holy 
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Infant. The most faithful venerator 
of the Statue was the happy Father 
Cyrillus who brought it out of the 
dust and utter neglect: he remained 
for hours before his dear Statue 
even when his brethren had al- 
ready left the oratory to take their 
rest. 

Once he seemed to hear quite 
plainly the following words : 

“Have mercy on me and I shall 
have mercy upon you.” 

“Give me back my hands and 
_I shall give you my peace.” 

“According as you venerate me, 
in the same way I shall reward 
you.” 

It was only now that the fright- 


ened Father perceived that. the. 


Statue had lost both hands. — He 
went at once to his Superior and 
besought of him. in the most 
touching manner to get new arms 
for the little Infant, but he replied 
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that he was poor and could not 
incur such expense: 

He wanted confidence in God; 
so he remained without blessing. 

Failing in his request the pious 
Father took the Holy Infant back 
to his cell, there threw himself 
upon his knees and with bitter 
tears begged of the Heavenly 
Father through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin to grant as 
much alms to the Convent as 
should suffice for the repairing of 
the Statue. 

His confidence was rewarded. 
— A wealthy and pious old man 
took up his residence in Prague 
and fell suddenly ill. Father Cyrillus, 
Who had been ordered to administer 
the holy Sacraments to him, could 
not resist telling him about his Holy. 
Infant and. of both arms being 
broken. The dying man, touched 
by this recital, offered him a con- 
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siderable sum for the purpose of 
repairing it. The prior however 
did not get the arms restored but 
went to the expense of getting a- 
whole new Statue of wax which 
was smashed the very first day 
by a candle that fell upon it. It 
seemed as if the little Infant that 
had been dishonoured and broken 
by heretics wished to remain ho- 
noured there. The Prior no longer 
prevented the devotion. Owing to 
perpetual trouble, dejection and 
grievances of every kind, he felt 
obliged to give up his post before 
the prescribed time which was 
looked on as a punishment coming 
from the Divine Infant. 

The Convent got as new prior 
— Father Dominic of St. Nicolas, a 
man of great virtue and who later 
on became renowned for his acti- 
vity in the Oriental missions. Father: 


= Cyrillus went immediately to his 
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new superior and told him all 
about the Holy Statue and begged 
him to take pity on it and have 
new hands made. The prior said 
they were still too poor to incur 
such expense and comforted the 
poor father with hope for the 
future. He carried the Statue back 
to his cell and begged of the Holy 
Infant through the intercession of 
Its dearest Mother: to supply the 
Superiors with the necessary means. 
He had scarcely finished his prayers, 
when he was called to the church; 
— on going there he met with a 
venerable matron who greeted him 
respectfully and gave him a con- 
siderable sum of money. When 
he tried to thank her, the unknown 
lady had disappeared, and nobody 
had seen her coming or going. 
The happy Father offered his 
thanksgivings at the altar of the 
Blessed Virgin and returned with 
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the money to his Superior. He 
got permission to repair it, pro- 
vided the sum did not exceed a 
certain amount. But unfortunately, 
poor Father Cyrillus failed again in 
his undertaking. However he did not ` 
give up hope and went to confide 
with bitter tears to his sweet Statue, 
the sorrow of his heart, when he 
thought he heard interiorly a voice 
which said: “Put me at the entry 
to the sacristy, there you.will find 
help.” 

Free from all anxiety he carried 
“his forlorn Infant” as he related 
himself to the sacristy, returning 
to his cell in great expectations, 
leaving all to the dearest Mother 
of God. A strange man came at 
once offering to get the broken 
arms repaired. He was still in the 
place when the prior appeared and 
willingly accepted the offer. The 
stranger had the arms restored, 
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returned the Statue to the Con- 
vent, where it was now for a time 
exposed in the church for public 
veneration. The Divine Infant 
rewarded the stranger in a most 
beneficial manner. 

About this time the Convent of the 
Carmelites was visited by various dis- 
asters; plundering soldiers stole six 
cows and carried away two horses; 
the plague devastated the city and 
among the 28,000 victims that died 
within the space of a year were 
to be reckoned the cook, the tailor 
and the almoners of the Convent. 
The Prior too fell ill and was near 
death. His attention was directed 
to the Holy Infant and he pro- 
mised in case of recovery, to offer 
up mass before the Statue for nine 
days; he felt better in an instant 
and in a few days he completely 
recovered. He fulfilled his promise, 
„ordered a particular cell for the 
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picture, and from that time he was 
one of the most zealous venerators 
of the Divine Infant. 

= Other heavy disasterscame upon 
the Convent. The Prior ordered 
general devotions to the Holy In- 
fant, at which all the members of 
the house had to assist. Only 
three days hadelapsed, when their 
need unexpectedly ended. The 
Statue was now brought into the 
< church that the people too might 
offer their prayers to the Holy 
Infant. The first benefactor Daniel 
Wolf got a glass shrine made for 
the Statue and presented two brass 
candlesticks, several vases and an 
ivory cross. 


3. Favours obtained. 


THE devotion to the Holy Child 
spread more and more. In 1639 
the Baroness Elisabeth Kolowrat lost 
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- her hearing and speech in a serious 


illness of which she nearly died — 
her husband sent for Father Cyril- 
lus to bring her the Holy Statue. 
On his arrival with the Holy Child 
she at once honoured and kissed 
It and promised to be always 
grateful if she obtained her reco- 
very. The Father gave her his 
blessing and returned to the con- 
vent leaving the Statue behind him. 
Suddenly, she who had been so ill 
recovered hearing and speech and 
was soon entirely cured. It was 
a most miraculous recovery; and 
the pious lady did not hesitate to 
fulfil her promise. She had a crown 
made for her greatest benefactor, 
the Holy Infant, of the purest and 
finest gold, a gift which adorns it 
to the present day. 

During her husband’s lifetime 
the Carmelites received rich and 


abundant alms, and in his last 
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will he bequeathed to the Holy © 
Child a silver lamp and a precious 
reliquary. 

The Baroness had no sooner 
recovered than she prepared to go 
with her husband to the country; 
leaving the Statue behind. But 
the horses did not leave the spot, 
till the Holy Infant had been re- 
turned to the Convent. 

In 1641 a rich lady made a 
present of 3000 florins, requesting 
that an altar might be erected in 
honour of the Holy Trinity. When 
the work was completed the Mira- 
culous Statue was exposed for 
public veneration in a magnificent 
golden tabernacle upon this altar. 
Devotion to it increased more and 
more; many people got their peti- 
tions granted and the offerings and 
presents became innumerable. 

A work which still excites uni- 
_versal admiration in our days on 
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account of its rare beauty, though 
it dates back 250 years is the 
“New House” of the Holy Infant, 
that is the Presbytery of the church, 
paved with white and red marble,- 
a gift of Lady Febronia of Pern- 
stein; she also offered a large 
crucifix for the high altar. Another 
noble lady presented the same 
church with. her costly wedding 
dress and a silver lamp;. Lady 
Brunetta the perpetual lamp before 
the Miraculous Statue; . M" Slavata | 
the altar in honour of the Blessed 
Virgin. All these gifts offered to 
the Divine Child had a rich bles- 
sing upon them; while insults 
and contempt directed against 
It were mostly punished imme- 
diately and severely. Let us hear 
but one example. A lady of high 
rank desired her two servants to 
carry off the Holy Statue secretly. 
On observing it Father Cyrillus 
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became very sad complained with | 
bitter tears to Our Lady and to 
St. Joseph of his bereavement, 
and when called to a sick woman 
on the very same afternoon he 
found it to be the house where 
his Holy Infant was and the pa- 
tient to be one of the servants 
who had stolen the Statue. She 
acknowledged her theft but refused 
to return the Statue unless she 
would get another one for it. 
Father Cyrillus willingly made the 
promise and to his great joy was 
able to bring the treasure back to 
his convent. The servant recovered, 
but her companion soon died with- 
out the Holy Sacraments and the 
lady was attacked by gout in her 
hands and feet and only when she 
had repented of her crime the fright- 
ful pains left her; but other punish- 
ments and humiliations ‘awaited 
her. 


In 1642 a special abode for the — 
Holy Infant was obtained. The 
Baroness Benigna of Lobkowitz 
had a pretty Chapel built for It 
out of her own means —- to the 
great joy of Its “advocate” as 
Father Cyrillus was called. 

‘On the Feast of the Holy 
Name 1644 the chapel was con- 
secrated and mass celebrated there 
for the first time, and since then 
the Feast of the Holy Name is 
the principal Feast of the Holy 
Infant. Our Lord rewarded this 
lady too for her rich benevolence 
and the fame of the Statue was 
spread beyond the borders of Bo- 
hemia. In other countries too they 
began to venerate and petition “the 
Holy Child of Prague” and their 
prayers never remained unheard. 
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4. The Devotion increases. 


From the year 1642 the Statue 
that was so much honoured stood 
in the new chapel called ‘‘Hermi- 
tage of the Infant Jesus.” The 
adjoining smaller cells were used 
by the monks and later on they 
served only those Fathers who 
made. their retreat. there. The 
devotion to the Holy Child espe- 
cially in the higher circles increased 
more and more and one of the 
most devont venerators in those 
days was Baron Christophorus of 
Mitrowitz. He had heard the 
praises and the fame of the Statue 
and when he came to see it its 
sweetness quite overcame him. In 
a serious illness which he had 
later on he invoked the Miraculous 
Infant and was not deceived in his 
confidence and ever after remained 


thankful for his recovery to “His 
Heavenly Physician.” 

He visited his ‘‘Sweet Child” 
once a week and received there 
the Holy Sacraments. He left. a 
sum of money for the support of © 
those priests who wished to make 
their retreat in the Hermitage ; they. 
had at the same time to pray for 
the welfare of the country. When 
he died at the age of 70 he left 
a most magnificent golden chalice 
to the Carmelites. . 

Another very pious venerator of 
the Holy Infant. was the Baron 
John of Kafka highly renowned: 
for his glorious deeds for his coun- 
try; he not only visited the Statue 
very often but made a retreat there 
several times. 

One of the greatest benefactresses 
of the church of Our Lady of Vic- 
tories was the Baroness Eusebia 
of Pernstein; she provided for the 
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embellishment of the Church and 
before her death she bequeathed 
her estate at Solnitz for love of the 
Miraculous Child to the Carmelites, 
for she believed that the successful 
issue of the lawsuit by which she ob- 
tained possession of the estate was 
due to the Holy Infant. She died the 
7th February 1646, and was buried, © 
dressed in the Carmelite habit .-in 
her favourite church where she 
rests, not far from the high altar. 

On the 34 of May 1648.the Car- 
dinal Prince Bishop of Prague Ernest 
Albrecht of Harrach, blessed the 
Chapel of the Holy Infant himself, 
and offered holy mass there. The de- 
votion to the Holy Child nowspread | 
rapidly and noblemen and. high 
dignitaries followed the example of 
the Prince Bishop; they made their 
devotions at the Feet of the Holy 
Statue in the said Chapel. 
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5. The Heavenly Physician. 


Aı those who felt illwill against 
the Statue or to Its devotion or 
were inclined to ridicule or pre- 
vent it, were punished in a most 
. striking manner whereas those who 
took refuge under it especially in 
days of sickness found relief and 
comfort and often even sudden 
and unexpected help. Thus it 
happened that the visits to the 
chapel became more and more 
frequent and people used to call 
the Holy Infant “The Heavenly 
Physican”. There exists an old 
book written by the Countess ° 
Katherine of Fugger-Boos 1761 
and 1791, sent to be printed by 
the monks of Kempten Monastery ; 
in it the writer says: “All those 
“who make their way to this 
“gracious Statue and pray with 
“confidence obtain assistance in 
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“danger, comfort in sorrow, help 
‘in need, solace in anxiety, relief in 
“darkness of mind, abundant graces 
‘in spiritual dryness, health in sick- 
‘ness and hope and trust in des- 
“pair. All pious minds are over- 


“whelmed with Its beauty and one _ 


“cannot but feel consolation and 
“an increase of love whilst looking 
“on the Merciful Holy Statue. 
“No danger is so imminent, no 
“damage so heavy, no tumour so 
“dangerous, no insanity so despe- 
“rate, no pains so unendurable, no 
‘power of hell so raging, no plague 
“so poisonous, no swelling so great 
‘which the Miraculous Child has 
“not. already cured and put aside. 
“It stops enmities among married 
“people, delivers prisoners ` and 
“saves those who are condemned 
“to death, brings obstinate sinners 
“to repentance, and childless mar- 
“riages have a blessing on them; in 
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“short It has become all to all.” — 
Thus says this old book. 

Every good thing has to fight 
with opponents and enemies. It 
was so with this devotion; there 
were even some to be found in the 
Convent of the Carmelites who did 
not find it advisable to introduce 
any further such kinds of devotion. 

But those apprehensions within 
the Community were silenced by 
the General of the Carmelites, 
Father Franciscus of the Blessed 
Sacrament. He had a regular 
Visitation in the year 1651 in the 
Convent of Prague and had facts con- 
nected with the Miraculous Statue 
consciensously examined. The re- 
sult was most satisfactory; he 
offered mass in the Chapel of the 
Holy Infant and recommended the 
devotion in the warmest manner. 
He circulated a pamphlet advising 
this devout exercise, and intro- 
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duced it with great zeal. The 
decree furnished with a seal was 
hung up in the Chapel. 

In 1655 on the 4‘ of April the 
Miraculous Statue was solemly 
crowned. Ignatius Count of Mar- 
tinitz a very pious Catholic had a 
gold crown made.covered with 
costly pearls and precious stones. 
The Cardinal Prince Bishop Count 
Harrach intended to solemnize the 
Coronation in person but being 
prevented by sickness a coadjutor 
in presence of many noblemen 
performed that solemn act. 

The Divine Child became a 
Heavenly Physician and Comforter 
to many suffering painful interior 
struggles and anxieties. 

Father Aegidius, a Dominican 
monk, was freed from a. deep 
melancholy which lasted for years, 
through the devotion to the “Holy 
Infant of Prague”. Many people 
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engaged in lawsuits were granted 
peace of mind, and often obtained 
a successful issue of their affair. 
A great sinner, who for years 
was irreclaimable and nearly in 
despair, said to his Confessor : “It 
is impossible for me to amend, 
I have no will and no resolution 
to amend.” His Confessor made 
him go to the Chapel and or- 
dered him . to repeat before the 
Holy Statue the following words: 
«O gracious Infant Jesus, have 
mercy upon me! Enlighten me 
and help me that I may be able 
to do what my confessor wishes 
me to do!” The poor sinner re- 
peated the words in the Holy 
Chapel and returned quite changed 
to his confessor; he was now saved. 
A woman who had concealed 
mortal sins in confession for-years, 
came to the Holy Chapel for mere 
curiosity, having often heard of 
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the “Infant of Prague”. She looked 
at the Statue but to her amaze- 
ment, she only saw the dress of 
the Holy Child, but not Its face 
nor Its crown. Fear and anxiety : 
took possession of her; her whole 
body began to tremble and she 
remembered all the sins, the bad 
confessions, and unworthy com- 
munions, and after having made a 
repentant and open confession, to 
her immense joy she saw the 
lovely features of the Holy Child. 

Father Emmerich a man of re- 
nowned virtue and great piety who 
has written a book about the “In- 
fant of Prague”, observed like many 
other people that the features of 
the Statue were changing now and 
= then, so that they were sometimes 
amiable, and friendly, and then be- 
came serious and stern. 
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6. Devotion flourishing and 
increasing. 


Pious ladies heard of the beauty 
of the Holy Infant but could rarely 
see it face to face for admission 
into the convent was forbidden 
to females, and the Statue was 
kept in the Convent chapel and 
was only carried into the church 
in cases of emergency. The peti- 
tions grew more numerous and 
more fervent, that the Holy Infant 
might be removed into the Church, 
in.order to be there continually 
exposed for veneration; and the 
request was soon granted. The 
two brothers Ernest and Francis 
barons of Talmberg built a chapel 
to which the Miraculous Statue 
was removed on the 19t of March 
1656. The Divine Infant was 
carried in solemn procession to 
Its new abode. The whole com- 
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munity appeared, in their white 
cloaks, many priests, noblemen and 
numbers of people crowded to 
take part in the procession. The 
Holy Infant remained in that 
chapel until 1741. Later on a 
marble tablet was affixed over the 
entrance of the “Hermitage” re- 
calling the former pious purpose. 

The pious Mother Maria Eelecta 
of Jesus, who founded a Convent 
for Carmelites in Prague made her 
devotions before the Divine Infant 
in the Talmberg chapel on the 
1st of September 1656. She died 
in the odour of sanctity like the 
Venerable Crescentia of Kaufbeu- 
ren. The devotion to the Holy 
Infant was very general now. A 
thief once attempted to rob It 
of the golden cross, but he had 
scarcely touched it when he was. 
seized with such terror that he 
lost the power of his hands and 
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f feet; he stood horror-stricken as 
if nailed to the spot. He took it 
so much to heart that he repented, 
became a good christian, and when 
dying he avowed his crime. | 

The plague broke out once 
more in Prague in 1713; more 
than 200,000 men fell victims; 
two million heads of cattle became 
a prey to the disease. 

Mass was said daily before the 
Holy Statue and the litany of the 
Holy Name said in common. All 
those, who addressed the Holy 
Child with confidence, and prayed 
devoutly were preserved and did 
not lose their lives. A woman how- 
ever who laughed at, and ridiculed 
the devotion was suddenly seized 
with the illness and died without 
the last Sacraments. In thanks 
giving for the help during the 
plague, the Fathers got the chapel 
painted and put up a new altar 
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that is still to be seen; the picture 
of the crucifixion takes the place 
of the Holy Infant. Petitions and 
prayers are continually granted. 
A fearful sacrilege took place in 
1733. A robber crossed over the 
grating of the chapel during the 
night, and deprived the Sanctuary 
of all the gold and silver offerings 
that had been fastened there by 
grateful, and charitable hands; he 
even deprived the Holy Child of 
the globe It carried in Its left 
hand — the sign of Its power. 
The crime had scarcely been | 
heard of, when numbers of faith- 
ful believers crowded to the Chapel 
to atone by tears and sobs for 
the sacrilege. What had been 
carried away by a criminal hand 
was soon restored by liberal hearts. 
The chapel was more resorted to 
in future, and masses were offered 
up as before. The criminal’s mind 
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was so confused, and the tortures 
-of his conscience were so violent, 
that he was the first to show him- 
self before the judges. 

From 1737 to 1741 the devotion 
to the Holy Child spread most. 
Two Carmelite Fathers were in- 
strumental in spreading it not only 
by their example but more by 
their words and writings; they 
-were Father Emmerich of St. Ste- 
phen and Father Ildephons of the — 
Visitation. Father Emmerich while 
still Prior of Prague compiled all 
the written notes of Father Cyril- 
lus, and other monks and with the 
permission of his superiors they 
appeared in print 1737 entitled: 
“Big and Little Things of Prague’; 
from which the author of this little 
book has taken most of the facts 
here written. Father Emmerich 
finishes his preface with the prayer 
of the first and most devout vene- 
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rators of the Holy Infant, which 
you dear reader, ought to recite 
piously before hearing how it after- 
wards helped to increase the de- 
votion. It runs thus: 


To Thee O Jesus do I fly 

And through Thy Mother beg of Thee, 

From this danger set me free; 

For truly I believe 

That Thou O God cans’t shelter me, 

And confidently hope Thy grace to find. 

With all my heart I love Thee, 

And of my sins repent, | 

From which I pray Thee to deliver me. 

My resolution is to amend 

And never more offend Thee. 

I give myself wholly 

To suffer patiently all for Thee 

And serve Thee for eternity. 

My neighbour as myself for Thee I'll love. 

O! Infant Jesus I implore Thee | 

From this danger set me free; 

That with Mary and Joseph and the Holy 

I may love Thee for eternity. | [Angels 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 


You pious reader should try to make 
use of this little prayer; thousands of 
people recite it every day. 
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A new and large edition of the 
book appeared after three years 
and was printed in 1740 at Trient 
in Italian, and at Prague in the 
Bohemian language. 

Father Emmerich was Sanported 
in this by Father Ildephonsus, who 
was General of the Order from 
1737 till 1740 and used all his 
influence in the matter. 

He made people acquainted with 
the Holy Infant of Prague on his 
journeys into distant countries, and 
wherever he travelled he carried 
a picture of It with him, and a 
whole ship with her crew was 
once miraculously saved by invoking 
it and though his trunk had long 
lain in the sea yet his missal was 
not damaged not even the paper 
which covered it got wet — this 
was indeed a miracle. The General 
of the Carmelites therefore made 
a present of the missal to the 
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“Holy Infant of Prague.” Before 
the title page is a dedication 
written in Latin, and dating from 
the year 1739. When already all 
the offerings had gone to ruin, or 
had been sold after the closing of 
the Carmelite Convent, theAbbot of 
the Praemonstratensians of Strahow 


bought the missal in 1799. It still- 


lies in the large hall of their magni- 
ficent library. 


The Carmelite nuns of the mo- 


nastery of St. Joseph at Prague, 
who led a most holy life, received 
the first model of the Holy Statue 
that was ever taken, and to which 
it had been touched. The daughters 
of St. Teresa received this dear 
little figure with immense joy on 
the 25 of November, and kept it 
in great honour, and tried in every 
_ way possible to spread this devotion. 
Besides reciting the Divine Office 
their favourite occupation was to 
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make pictures of the “Holy Infant 
of Prague” in colours, and in silk 
material, and the pictures done in 
that way by the pious nuns are 
innumerable. Our grand -parents 
were still in possession of them, 
and highly honoured them, and in 
many families one still finds old 
pictures representing the Holy Child. 
Faithful imitations of the Holy Statue 
found their way to and were im- 
proved upon in other convents at 
Prague, and to the present day 
one finds statues of the kind in 
all religious houses. In the years 
of 1738—41 the church of Our 
Lady of Victories and the Talm- 
berg Chapel were visited from early 
morning till late at night, by 
pious people who wished to pay 
a visit to the Holy Infant. From 
five in the morning till twelve 
mass was continually offered up 
before the Miraculous Image; thus 
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for instance in the year 1739 more 
than 2,560, and in the year of war 
1741 even 3,508 masses were cele- 
brated in honour of the Holy Child. 
Bishops and Prelates looked upon 
it as a great favour to be allowed 
to celebrate mass in the Chapel 
before the highly honoured Statue, 
and many religious and secular 
priests asked for that favour. The 
Holy Infant was the Sanetuary that 
was most visited in Prague. The 
chapel was especially crowded on 
all Fridays of the year, when the 
Blessed Sacrament was exposed 
at seven o'clock, and the litany 
of the Holy Name said aloud. 
The principal Feast was kept on 
the Feast of the Holy Name with 
an Octave. 

People offered so many blessed 
candles that it became impossible 
to keep them all burning before 
the Holy Statue, as there were also 
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silver lamps fastened there in the > 
_ shape of hearts, and almost daily 
the number of offerings and votive 
gifts in silver and wax increased. 
The Holy Statue was transferred 
to the present altar on the 13t of 
January. Within the space of four 
years, eighty most extraordinary and 
miraculous favours were granted; 
and cases often occured where sick 
persons were healed by merely 
applying, with great confidence, 
a picture of the Holy Infant to 
the part attacked with sickness. 
Were they all deceived, or did 
they wish to deceive others? People 
not only took refuge with the 
Holy. Child in their hours of sick- 
ness but came to It in all kinds 
of need and found their petitions 
granted. ‘The Holy Child” was 
scarcely invoked as the Comforter 
of the afflicted when poor men 
found work and employment, a 
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debt that was given up as lost, 
was secretely paid, families at 
variance obtained peace, and 
others the happy issue of a law- 
suit; the Holy. Child was especially 
called upon for the blessing of the 
crops. 

The pictures of the “Holy Child 
of Prague” were now sent to dis- 
tant places, and many wished to 
obtain. a copy of the Holy Statue. 
Thus there were copies made of 
wax, or in wood, and sent to all 
countries, after having been touched 

to the Miraculous Statue. 
Such statues were to be seen in the 
middle of the last century in Vienna, 
Graz, Linz, and at Rome. Ina short 
time there existed pictures of the 
Holy Child in different German 
towns, in Hungary, Saxony, Poland, 
France, Italy, Sicily, Malta, Portu- 
gal, and Spain. The zealous Car- 
melites brought that devotion to _ 
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the Indies, to China and even to 
the end of the globe. 

Besides the Statues a medal was 
struck, and many oilpaintings and 
numerous prints and engravings 
were made. 

It was ordered that an exact 
copy touched to the Miraculous 
Statue was to be put up and 
venerated in all Carmelite Con- 
vents bath of monks and nuns. 
Many other orders, convents and 
private families wished to get a 
statue. In 1760 hundreds of such 
statues were cast in three different 
sizes and sent out in all directions. 
As the devotion increased, in like 
manner did the granting of peti- 
tions multiply. 

The Venerable Creszentia of 
Kaufbeuren received also a Statue 
of the Holy Infant; she got it 
nicely dressed and it became 
the source of rich blessing for 
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the Convent of the poor Francis- 
cans. 


In a letter dated from Kant | 


beuren it is spoken of as follows: 
— “It is more than certain that 
‘Our Infant of Prague’ has been 
sent to the Venerable Creszentia 
(the authenticity still exists) and 
‘we all venerated it with great de- 
votion. Old Franciscan nuns tell 
us that the Venerable Creszentia 
had the Statue richly dressed 
(as can still be read in the book 
of the Venerable Nun written by 
Father Zeiler). When the dress 
was finished a benefactor of the 
Convent came at the very same 
hour to the house, and brought 
the amount of money the dress 


cost; but the dress got old and 


the Holy Child did not look to 
advantage in it any more. 

The old nuns who venerated 
the Holy Infant so much died 


à 


— 49 — 


and the Statue was only honoured 
as a common representation of 
the Infant Jesus. Last year some 
Sisters were sent to Mindelheim, 
and they read the book of the 
‘Infant of Prague’ and were quite 
filled with enthusiasm on hearing 
that a Statue was also to be found 
in Kaufbeuren. After their return 
the little Infant was searched for, 
It was repaired, and the dress 
settled and cleaned, for the nuns 
concluded that it was the very 
same dress that the Venerable 
Creszentia had got made. Now 
the Holy Infant stands upon the 
altar of the choir and all the sisters 
delight in it, and venerate it.” 

The venerable Superioress of the 
Fransiscan nuns in Mindelheim 
writes: April 12% 1889 — 

“Our little Infant of Prague” is 
especially visited by mothers, who 
pray for their sick children and 
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I have often heard, that their prayers 
have not been in vain.” In 1774 
a ‘Holy Infant of Prague” was put 
up in Niederdorf court of district 
Memmingen. The Abbot of Otto- 
beuren did the duties of the parish 
priest in Niederdorf at that time. 
The parish priest being Father 
Rupert Mitz who published a little 
book with the permission of his 
Superiors in 1796 treating of the 
“Veneration of the Holy Infant” and 
which was printed in Ottobeuren. 
In his introduction he says: that 
“the devotion increases from day 
to day with the faithful in order 
to get help and consolation. All 
who invoked the Holy Child have 
had the experience in their neces- 
sities corporal as well as spiritual. 
The “little Infant of Prague” is 
highly honoured in this parish 
and also in the whole neighbour- 
hood.” It was so in many different 
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places as in Buchau, Weissenhorn, 
Wolfegg, Alsatia. The pilgrimage 
to Niederdorf exists to the pre- — 
sent day. _ 

The little ‘Infant of Prague” in . 
Klosterwald stands now in the 
church of Hawangen near Otto- 
beuren. 

The nuns of the Institute of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Mindelheim, 
and those in Augsburg have one 
of these Statues. 

On the 16 of May 1745 a simi- 
lar statue of the “little Infant” 
was put up with great solemnity 
in Monchsroth in Wiirtemberg, and 
“the needy and suffering,” says the 
little book written by countess 
Fugger-Boos came daily to obtain 
grace. It was the same in all the 
other places. 

The Devotion to the Holy Child 
had spread far and near. The 
unhappy time of war, with misery 


at 
? 2 - 4” 


a a 


and suffering broke out in Bohemia | 
and its capital, and did not even 
end with the seven years war. — 

The empress Maria Teresia came 
in person to visit “the Holy Child 
of Prague’, and offered Him a 
present of a green dress that she 
had worked herself; she presented 
also a set of vestment of rich green 
velvet. Among all the petitions 
granted that were noted down at 
the end of last century, we find 
Mindelheim, Augsburg and Munich 
mentioned. 

A cold and icy wind passed 
over that devotion when the “ Bro- 
ther Sacristan” the emperor Jo- 
seph II issued his decree against 
all religious orders. In Prague 
alone he closed seventy convents, 
churches, and chapels among which 
was the Convent of the discalced 
Carmelites of Our Lady of Victories. 
On the third of July 1734 the 44 
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monks got their sentence of banish- 
ment; they were compensated with 
a small sum of money and the 
dear little Infant had lost Its faith- 
ful protectors and fervent venera- 
tors. They were obliged to remove 
the votive tablets, those silent testi- 
monials of gratitude, for they were 
considered only “church trumpery”’ 
and later on they were- entirely 
destroyed. 

All exercises of devotion, all fer- 
vent signs of church life, were and 
are still hateful to our modern time 
of enlightenment, and above all the 
devotion to Miraculous pictures, 
and dressed statues was abolished 
and strictly forbidden. 

Thus the devotion to the Holy 
Child grew colder in many a heart. 

The “Statue forbidden by the 
law’’, the glass-shrine with its 20 
silver angels was left behind, the 
church of the Carmelites was not 
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closed, nor used for secular pur- 
poses. It became a parish church 
and was given over to the priests 
belonging to the order of the 
knights of Malta, who to this day 
practise their religious exercises. 
The devotion however, to the Holy 
Child did not entirely die out and 
many favours have been obtained | 
up to the present day. | 

In 1878 the Church and the 
Miraculous altar were restored. 
Many Convents of Prague applied 
for the permission to keep “the 
Holy Infant.” It celebrated a true 
triumph from 1878—1879. Twelve 
Convents had the happiness of 
keeping the Statue, for a longer 
and shorter space of time, and all 
vied with each other as to who 
would honour it most. _ 

The History of the Holy Infant 
of Prague was almost entirely 
forgotten in Suabia and only a 
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small number of Catholics knew 
of that devotion. This little book 
has contributed a good deal to 
call it back into existence and 
now 35 editions have appeared. 
May the devotion to the ‘“Mira- 


culous Infant” increase in the 


hearts of men and fill them with 
grace and blessing. 


Morning prayer to the Holy Infant 
Jesus. 

Live Jesus! my life, my love — He 

lives in me and loves me that I may 


love Him for ever and ever. — 
Blessed be Jesus, the Son with the 


Father, and the Holy Ghost, as it - 


was in the beginning, is now, and 
for ever and ever. 

May Jesus, Mary, and Joseph be 
praised by me, and by all creatures 
in time and in eternity. With Jesus, 
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the Sweetest Child do I rise; may 
He bless, and protect me from all 
evils of body, and soul, and shelter 
me against all my enemies, visible and 
invisible. Oh Jesus, to Thee dolcry, 
early in the morning, for Thou art 
my God, and my Lord, the Al- 
mighty Creator, and my Sweet Re- 
deemer, and Saviour. | 

As the angels came to Thee in. 
Bethlehem HeavenlyChild, and sang 
their due praises, so also do I come 
my dear Jesus at the dawn of day © 
to praise, honour, and glorify Thee. 

To Thee, poor Child the she- 
perds have brought their mean gifts, 
and Thou hast looked on them with 
delight. O, little Child, Thou the 
great God, at Thy Holy Feet I- 
lay all my thoughts, words, and 
- actions of to day, as a morning 
oblation every thing that I shall ` 
have to do, and suffer this day and 
all my life. In Thy Holy Name 


da = 


I shall begin, pursue, and end my 
actions this day. O Jesus, I will. 
write Thy Holy Name upon my 
eyes, that they may not look upon 
any thing frivolous and sinful, 
displeasing to Thee ; upon my mouth | 
that it may not utter any thing but 
what is pleasing to Thee; upon my 
heart, that it may remain free from 
all sinful desires, and be cleansed 
from all evil. | 

To Thee, O dear Jesus, I give my 
body and my soul; to Thee I commit 
my memory, my understanding and 
my will, and all my senses. O, do 
not permit Heavenly’ Child that I 
offend Thee grievously, either to- 
day or at any time; I will not con- 
sent to any sin — this I promise 
- Thee. 

I wish to gain all the indulgences 
of to-day, and every time I can; to 
share in all the masses that are said 
and in all the good works that are 
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performed; do Thou O dear Jesus! 
supply what is wanting to my 
weakness. 

= O Jesus! I believe in Thee, O Je- 
- sus! I trust in Thee, and I love 
Thee as the most perfect, and 
beautiful of all. 

I repent of all my sins, because 
by them I have offended Thee; with 
Thy grace I will never more wil- 
lingly offend Thee. 

I thank Thee for all the graces, 
and benefits I have received; in all 
my necessities I fly to Thee! O Mary, 
Mother of mercy, St. Joseph, and 
all you Holy Saints pray for me! 
O Holy Angel Guardian protect me! 
So I will commence the day in the 
name of the Blessed Trinity. 


Good intention 
to be recited daily to the. Holy Infant. 


Jesus, lead me by thy power, 
Safely to the promised land; 
Oh! from every sin and danger 
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. Guard me by thy fostring hand; 

Be my guide in ev'ry peril, 
Watch me hourly, night and day, 

Else my foolish heart will wander 

From thy spirit far away. 

In thy presence I am happy, 

In thy presence I’m secure; 

In thy presence all afflictions 

I can easily endure. 

In thy presence I can conquer, 

I can suffer, I can. die; 

Far from thee, I faint and perish, 
_O my Saviour, keep me nigh! 


Evening prayers to the Holy Child. 


O, SWEET Jesus, how much do I owe 
Thee! Thou hast not only protec- 
ted me from many dangers but Thou 
hast heaped Thy benefits upon me; 
from my very heart do I thank 
Thee! Thou the Light of the world 
that lightens every darkness, -open 
my eyes for the approaching night, 
that the enemy of mankind may not 
govern me. Sweet Infant Jesus Thou 
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wast ‘compelled to leave Thy home 
in the solitude. of night according 
to the will of Thy Heavenly Father, 
that Herod might not harm Thee. 

Holy Infant, once persecuted by 
Herod do not permit that the 
hellish fiend,who persecutes me day 
and night rob me of eternal life. 

As Thou wast accompanied by 
Joseph and Mary, with all the 
angels so graciously send Thy 
heavenly protection to me, and 
dearest Jesus do not leave me 
without protection this night. 

Present to Thy Heavenly Father 
all Thou hast suffered for me from 
Thy Infancy; may He be gracious 
and merciful- to me. 

Be not mindful of the sins I have 
committed to-day, and during my 
life time, for out of love of Thee 
I repent of them. 

To Thy charitable Heart Ic com- 
mend my body and soul; since . 
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I cannot praise and honour Thee 
during my sleep may Thy Sacred 
Heart plead for me. As often as my 
pulse beats, so. often do I wish to 
honour, and praise Thee All Holy 
Trinity. 

I will unite my sleep with 
Thine O dearest Jesus, upon the 
hard straw in the stable at Beth- 
lehem, in honour of Thy Heavenly 
Father. Dearest Infant Jesus give 
me Thy blessing. The blessing of 
God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost be upon me, to whom 
be honour, praise, and thanks, now 
and in all eternity. 

` Jesus of Nazareth the King of 

Jews, may this Thy glorious title 
O Heavenly Child protect me from 
a sudden and unprovided death 
and from all evil. O Jesus! eternal 
Truth, I believe in Thee, and in 
every thing commanded by the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church. 
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In Thy boundless charity, and 
in the merits of Thy Holy Infancy 
do I trust and repent of all my sins. 

I thank Thee for all Thy graces, 
and benefits, and commit myself 
entirely to Thy Holy Will. 

I adore Thee, my Lord, and God |. 
hidden under the form of an infant, — 
I praise and glorify Thee. May 
the holy angels compensate for 
what I should do and cannot attain. 

O Mary Mother of mercy and 
charity; be my protectress this 
night, and in my last hour. Saint 
Joseph, holy Patron of the’Church 
be my patron too; do not abandon 
me in my necessities nor in any 
danger. 

Holy Angel remain at my side; 
all ye holy angels protect me. 

May all the souls of the faith- 
ful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace. Amen. 
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Prayers for Mass to the Holy 
Infant. 


When the priest goes to the altar. 


O WownDERFUL, gracious, and hea- 
venly Child! As Thou hast called 
through Thy Holy angels the 
sheperds, and by a miraculous star 
the three Kings to Thy manger, 
thus Thou callest me also to-day 
to the worship of Thy Divinity 
and Thy Humanity in the Holy 
Sacrifice, with those words: “Come 
to me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy burthened: and I will refresh 
you.” 

The three kings have offered 
gold, incense, and myrrh; but I who 
am so poor and possess nothing, 
offer Thyself (for Thou belongest 
to me) through the hands of the 
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priest, to Thy Heavenly Father in — 
the same manner as Thou hast 
offered Thyself, as-a poor helpless 
Child lying in the manger. 

Iunite my intention with the inten. 
tion of the priest, and the whole Ro- 
= man Catholic Church, and wish to 
assist at this sacrifice with the grea- 
test devotion, to Thy honour, and in 
honour of Thy bitter sufferings be- 
ginning in the manger at Bethlehem. 
I offer it up in thanksgiving for all 
Thy blessings, as a satisfaction for 
my numerous sins, and negligences, 
and finally to obtain Thy help. 
O gracious.Child, in my necessities 
especially! (mention your particular 
want here). 

I unite this sacrifice with that 
of the cross. I offer it up for 
myself, for my parents, brothers 
and sisters, for my friends, and 
benefactors whether living or dead, 
for the welfare of my spiritual and 
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worldly superiors, and for all child- 
ren throughout the world. All bounti- 
ful Father and Lord accept this 
sacrifice favourably and hear my 
prayer through Thy beloved Son 
who became a little infant lying 
in the manger. 


Gloria. 


Gtory to God on high and on 
earth peace to men of good will. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
we adore Thee, we glorify Thee. 
We give Thee thanks for Thy 
great glory, O Lord God, Heavenly 
King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. 
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For Thou only art holy; Thou 
only art the Lord; Thou only most 
high, O Jesus Christ, together with 
the Holy Ghost, art most high in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 


The Apostles’ Creed. 


I Beuieve in God, the Father Al- 
mighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son our Lord, who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary; suffered under. 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried; he descended into 
hell, the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, sitteth at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic 
Church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resur- 
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rection’*of the body, and life ever- 
lasting. Amen. 
Offertory. 
Unite your intention with that of the 


priest and repeat with the Church the . 


following prayer: 


Accert, O Heavenly Father, Al- 
mighty and Eternal God, this un- 
spotted Host, which I thy unworthy 
servant offer unto Thee, my living 
and true God, for my innumerable 
sins, offences, and negligences, and 
for all here present: as also for 
all faithful Christians, both living 
and “dead; that it may avail both 
me and them unto life everlasting. 
Receive, O holy Trinity, this obla- 
tion which we make to thee, in 
memory ofthe Passion, Resurrection, 
and Ascension of our“Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in honour of the bles- | 
sed Mary, ever a Virgin, the blessed 
John Baptist, the holy apostles 
Peter and Paul, and of all the 
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Saints, that it may be available to 
their honour and our salvation; 
and may they vouchsafe to inter- 
cede for us in heaven, whose 
memory we celebrate on earth. 
Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. O, Jesus Thou a little In- 
fant and our great God, who hast 
offered Thyself to Thy Heavenly 
Father; after forty days, in the 
temple through the angelic hands 
of Mary, Thy Virgin Mother, be- 
hold, I a poor sinner, who am not 
worthy to lift my eyes to Thee; 
offer to Thy Heavenly Father 
through the hands of the priest, 
Thy Sacred Heart together with 
my sinful and repentent heart. 

This my sinful heart I put upon 
the paten and into the chalice, that 
all the blessings and prayers may 
also be spoken over me. 

As the bread that lies upon the 
paten, and the wine contained in 
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the chalice are truly changed into 
Thy Sacred Body and Blood by 
the words of consecration, so shall 
my heart be entirely changed into 
Thy Heart, that it may no more 
be mine but be and remain Thine 
for ever. Accept in union with 
this precious oblation, my body 
and soul, my thoughts, words, 
desires, affections, and sufferings, 
in fine my whole being; let it be 
an agreeable offering to Thee, that 
I may obtain through it what I 
desire and what I stand most in 
need of. 


From the Preface to the Sanctus. 


O Divine Searcher of Hearts to 
Thee do we lift up our hearts. 


It is truly meet and just, right 
and available to salvation, that we 
should always, and in all places, 
give thanks to thee, O Holy Lord, 
Father Almighty, eternal God. 
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Through Christ our Lord: by 
whom the angels praise Thy Ma- 
jesty, the dominations adore it, 
the powers tremble before it, the 
heavenly virtues and blessed sera- 
phim, with common jubilee, glorify 
it. Together with whom we be- 
seech thee, that we may be admitted 
to join our humble voices, saying: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 
Sabaoth, Heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he that comes — 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest! 


Commemoration of the Living. 


O, Gracious Lord, Jesus Christ, 
it was Thy own will, that we should 
pray for one another. I beseech | 
Thee through the love of all Thy 
elect, extend the blessings of peace 
and unity to Thy Church to all 
spiritual and temporal superiors; 
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repentance and pardon to all sin- 
ners, comfort the sick, the dying 
and the afflicted; in a word, mercy 
and eternal happiness to all who 
are laden with crosses and sufferings. 
I particularly implore Thy precious 
graces for my parents, brothers, 
and sisters, friends and benefactors, 
my inferiors, my enemies, especially 
for N, N. Give to all what they 
most: especialy want and what 
may be advantageous to their eter- 
nal salvation. 


At the Elevation.. 


Make an act of faith, hope and charity 
in the presence of Jesus, under the Sacred 
Host. 


O Jesus, through the love of Thy 
Divine Childhood deign to be merci- 
ful to me. 


At the Elevation of the Chalice. 


Hatt! sacred blood of my Redee- 
mer! I adore Thee! O sacred 
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blood, that flowed for the sins of 
the world! cleanse my soul from 
all sins! 


Contemplate in silence the presence of 
the Infant Jesus and s;:eak to Him full of 
confidence. 


Commemoration of the Dead, 


Lorp, Jesus, God of mercy and 
charity, have compassion on the 
souls of the faithful departed espe- 
cially on my parents, spiritual 
directors, teachers, brothers and 
sisters, friends and benefactors; 
especially on N. N. Deign to 
mitigate their punishment and 
translate them to that place of 
glory, for which they are destined. 


Repeat the Lord’s Prayer with the Priest 
with great devotion, after which say: 


Deliver us, we beseech Thee, 
O Lord, from all evils, past, pre- 
sent, and to come; and by the 
intercession of the blessed and 
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ever glorious Virgin Mary, Mother 
of God, and of the holy apostles 
Peter and Paul, and of Andrew, 
and of all the saints, mercifully 
grant peace in our days: that 
through the assistance of thy mercy 
we may be always free from sin, 
and secure from all disturbance. 
Through the same Jesus Christ, 
thy Son our Lord, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghost liveth and 
reigneth, God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


At the Agnus Dei. 


Lams of God, who takest away 
the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. | 


Lamb of God, who takest away 
the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away 
the sins of the world, give us 
peace | | 
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Spiritual Communion. 


Jesus, meek and humble of heart 
realy present under the appea- 
= rances of bread and wine; I am 
not worthy to share in the 
happiness of those, who now 
enjoy Thy sacramental presence. 
Come and lodge in my heart 
as Thou hast once taken Thy 
abode in a poor manger. Heal 
my poor soul enlighten ite blind- 
ness and satisfy its longings 
after Thee, strengthe its weak- 
ness, bless my senses and all my 
strength. 


O Lord, I am not worthy that 
Thou shouldst enter under my 
roof, say but the word, and my 
soul shall be healed. May the 
body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve my soul to life ever- 
lasting. 
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After Communion. 


Ler not the participation. of thy 
body O Lord Jesus Christ, which 
I, though unworthy, presume to 
receive, turn to my judgement and 
condemnation; but through thy 
mercy, may it be a safeguard and 
remedy both of soul and body. 
Who with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, livest 
and reignest one God, for. ever 
and ever. Amen. 


What return shall I make the 
Lord for all he has given to me? 
I will take the chalice of salvation, 
and call upon the name of the 
Lord. Praising I will call upon 
the Lord, aud shall be saved mom 
my enemies. 


At the Benediction. 


Ler the performance of my homage 
be pleasing to Thee, O Holy Tri- 
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nity, and grant that the sacrifice 
which I, though unworthy, have 
offered in presence of thy Majesty, 
may be acceptable to Thee, and 
through thy mercy be a propiation 
for me, and all those for whom 
it has been offered. Through etc. etc. 
Amen. | 


So 


Short Devotions for Confession. 


O! Jesus, Thou camest into the 
world in order to seek and make 
happy those who were lost. 


Thou willest not the death of 
the sinner but rather that he be 
converted and live. Thou art the 
good Sheperd who seeks the lost. 
sheep till he finds it. That com- 
forts me in my sinfulness, and 
gives me confidence. 

Thou hast taken into favour the 
repentant Apostle Peter and didst 
not reject the penitent Magdelene 
— be merciful to me also! — 

Grant that out of love of Thee 
I may heartily repent of all my 
sins and openly confess them, and 
amend my life in future. 
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Repentance and Sorrow. 


O! Jesus my Lord and my God! 


how ungrateful I have been, to — 


offend Thee so often and so grie- 
vously. My dearest Jesus, my best 
friend. Who will give water to 
my head and a fountain of tears 
to my eyes, that I may incessantly 
bewail my sins not out of fear of 
Thy punishment which I so justly 
deserve, but out of true love of 
Thee. O! that I had rather died 
than have offended Thee so grie- 
vously — and provoked Thy just 
anger. 

May my eyes weep day and 
night; — you at least my har- 


dened heart. — I was a Herod 


against Thee O! Holy Child. This 
it is which grieves me so much 
and what I wish to undo. — 

I promise to amend my life — 
and to avoid the occasions of sin. 
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— O grant that I may sin no 
more. 


Confess your sins candidly and distinctly. 
To a repentant confession God joins the 
grace of absolution. Do not be ashamed 
or afraid; humble yourself before the re- 
presentative of God and think of the joy 
of a good confession. 


After Confession. 


MERCIFUL Jesus, how many fervent 
thanks do I owe Thee for having 
waited for me. Thou hast affec- 
tionately looked upon me and 
through the priest remitted my 
sins. By what means have I de- 
served so much love and indulgence? 
I have nothing of good in me — 
I owe all to your love. How many 
who have sinned less than I, will 
be lost for ever! With me Thou 
hast had mercy and forbearance. 
Thy mercy will I praise for ever! 
Do Thou supply for me, what is 
wanting in my confession. I offer 
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Thee as reparation the tears of 
all penitents, and the works of all 
the Saints. 


Perform your penance humbly and well. 


Before Holy Communion. 

Our Lord loves us so much, that 
He remains with us as our food 
under the appearance of bread. 
He wishes that we should come 
and receive Him. “Take Ye and 
eat.” 

What happiness to be a Catholic ! 


Prayer. 
Dearest Infant Jesus! Do come 
now ig the holy communion with 
Thy Holy Flesh and Blood, with 
Body and Soul, Thy Divinity and 
Humanity to mea poor and mise- 
rable creature. I will open the 
door of my heart to receive Thee 
well, and to give Thee all the 
honour, that is due to Thee. My 
heart shall be a manger wherein 
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Thou canst rest in peace. My 
heart is as dry as the straw, as 
unclean as the stable, as cold as 
the ground. But Thy presence 
can change it. O! Jesus enkindle 
in it the fire of Thy Divine 
love ! . | i 

The straw will be the fire, the 
manger the royal throne, the stable 
the heaven and my heart Thy 
worthy dwelling place. O! that 
I had the faith of the holy apost- 
les, and martyrs who with pleasure 
laid down their lives for Thee. 
How much may I hope and ex- 
pect of Thee, who comes to be 
my nourishment and to make me 
happy. 

O Holy Mother of God and 
Saint Joseph help me to receive- 
the Holy Child worthily. 

Make an act of faith, hope, and charity, 


humility and desire. Then go with confi- 
dence and courage to the Holy Table. 
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After Holy Communion. 


Do not use your prayer book directly, 
but speak to your heavenly guest. Tell 
him every thing that your heart suggests. 
Profit of these moments of grace. Pray 
with confidence for yourself and others, 
rejoice and be glad. 


Prayer. 

Be a thousand times welcome 
dearest guest of my soul Jesus, 
whom I have longed, for with all 
the longing of my soul. I receive 
Thee with that joy and love and 
welcome that Thy Holy Mother 
had, when she beheld Thee lying 
in the manger; and which all the 
Saints felt, when They were allowed 
to behold Thee face to face for 
the first time in heaven; with 
which Thy Heavenly Father greeted 
Thee, when Thou tookest posses- 
sion of Thy Royal Kingdom at 
Thy glorious Ascension. 

In the same manner do I greet 
and receive Thee, with respect, 
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gratitude, love and joy. As Thy 
Holy Mother wrapped Thee in 
swaddling clothes, so do I wish, 
to be bound to Thee body and 
soul and do not wish to be sepa- 
rated from Thee. O! how happy 
am I, that Thou hast come to me. - 
Now I am strong, because Jesus, 
Strength itself, lives in me. Now 
I am happy, because I have in 
me the source of all joy and all 
felicity. | 
Reign now in me Thou the love 
of my soul, for Thou hast taken 
possession of what is Thine own. 
I will be all Thine now and for 
ever. Now the father is with his 
child, the sheperd with his sheep, 
the physician with his patient, the 
creator with his creature, the Re- 
deemer with his dearly redeemed 
soul. Remain with me, O, Lord 
and do not leave me any more. 
Strengthen and increase my faith. 
6* 
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Fortify the christian hope, and 
enlighten the fire of holy love. 
Give me what I stand most in 
need of, and what Thou really 
thinkest necessary for me! 

I recommend to Thee all the 
infidels, that they may obtain the 
true faith. 

Bless and comfort our Holy 
Father, the Pope enlighten and 
strengthen all bishops and priests. 

Have compassion on my friends | 
and enemies, my relations and 
benefactors, and all with whom I 
have any intercourse. Console the 
afflicted, strengthen the weak, take 
pity on the sick, and on the pri- 
soners, and let all, who believe in 
_ Thee, die a happy death. 


Keep this day as a feast and holyday, 
and return soon, to reeeive the Blessed 
Sacrament again. 


SS 
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Novenna to the Holy Infant. 


Ist Day. 


LeT us venerate the Holy Head 
of the Infant Jesus to obtain the 
three Theological virtues, faith, 
hope and charity. 

Reflection. What do I behold! 
What dazzling brightness strikes 
my eyes, coming from the lovely 
crown’ which adorns Thy Sacred 
Head. What veneration do I feel 
in my heart, filled with the glory 
and majesty coming from Thy 
lovely figure and its shining crown. 

“Kings only use to wear crowns 
upon their heads. Thou too, dearest 
Jesus, art a king, the greatest and 
most powerful. Thou art King 
from all eternity, I know and 
aknowledge Thee as my king, as 
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my highest and best Lord; I 
therefore fall upon my knees be- 
fore Thee, and in all humility 
venerate Thy Sacred Head. 
First Petition. | 

I sec of Thee most devoutly, to 
increase in me the light of faith. 
Let me sincerely believe, that the 
Holy Statue represents Thyself as 
eternally crowned King of heaven 
and earth, the son of the heavenly 
Father, and the ever blessed Vir- 
gin Mary, who have served Thee 
so zealously in Thy Holy Child- 
hood, and have supported Thee 
with all their tenderness. 

Gracious, and most benevolent 
Jesus! grant me a well grounded 
hope! My sins fill me with true 
fear, I know little children do not 
get angry and are easily softened. 
Through the mystery of Thy Holy 
Childhood, I implore of Thee to 
pardon me. | 
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Grant, that I may love Thee in 
all, and above all. May nothing 
be able to quench this flame of 
love. Give me the grace, to ful- 
fill all the duties of my position 


faithfully, willingly and with plea- 


sure, and to bear all the trouble 
and bitterness of life with patience 
and resignation. Amen. 


od Day. 


VENERATE the most beautiful face 
of the heavenly Child, in order to 
obtain perfect forgiveness of all 
sins. : 
Reflection. Adorable Face of 
Jesus, I prostrate myself before 
Thee, in all humility, I adore and 
contemplate with wonder, Thy 
lovely figure and Thy charming 
face. Thou lovest to change Thy 
holy face, according to the state 
of the soul of those, who look 
upon Thee. At one time thou. 
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lookest quite sad and displeased, 
and at other times quite amiable 
and loving. To sinners Thy lo- 
vely face seemed to be covered | 
with a black cloud, so that they 
were not able to behold Thee, 
until they had openly confessed 
all their sins. Wilt Thou show 
by this change our inconstancy in 
good, and our infirmity of pur- 
pose? O, dearest Infant Jesus, let 
some of the rays of Thy lovely 
face penetrate into my obscure 
mind, that enlightened by it, I may 
recognize the whole misery of my 
‘sins, repent of them completely, 
confess them openly, and then be 
able to look calmly into Thy holy 
face. 


Second Petition. 


Dearest Infant Jesus! Thy lovely 
picture lay in a dark room, co- — 
vered with dust, and neglected, and 
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it has preserved its wonted beauty. 
Cleanse my soul from all dust and 
uncleanness of sin, that it may 
recover that beauty, which she 
possessed after holy baptism. 


34 Day. 


LET. us venerate the eyes of the 
Divine Child, to obtain a complete 
victory in all temptations. 


Reflection. Bright shining lights 
of heaven, sweet eyes of my 
beloved Jesus! What pleasure. to 
think of you; what happiness to 
be wātched over by you. I can- 
not look at you, but I feel 
enlightened and my heart com- 
forted. 

It is by them, that the visible 
Humanity of Jesus and still more 
His Divinity visits us. Thy eyes 
are able to delight and frighten 
mankind, and to provoke at the 
same time veneration or terror. 
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Wonderful eyes of my dear Jesus! 
deign to look graciously upon me, 
and grant to my eyes abundant 
tears, that they may wash away 
my sins. 


Third Petition. 


I HAVE seriously resolved never 
more to offend Thee, dearest 
Jesus! but I know too well, my 
weakness and inconstancy not to 
be afraid of swerving in the hour 
of temptation. My bad inclinations, 
the devil and the world do not 
cease to draw me into sin and to 
eternal perdition, for they are my 
sworn and bitter enemies. 


Where can I look for and find 
help, if not with Thee, though Thou 
presentest nothing more than the 
appearance of an infant, but whose 
strength is all powerful. Thy power 
has miraculously delivered the towns 
of Prague, Brunn and Regensburg 
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from the Swedish invasion, ‘for 
they put their trust in Thee. Thou 
canst deliver me too from my 
spiritual enemies. Assist me that 
I may not be defeated in any 
temptation, but combat victoriously 
against the enemies of my salva- 
tion. Amen. | 


4th Day. 


LeT us venerate the mouth of the 
Heavenly Child, to obtain the love 
of our neighbour especially the 
love of our enemies. 


Reflection. What do I hear? 
What miracle? A little child speaks, 
and speaks through a statue begging 
for mercy. Thou hast said quite 
distinctly: “Have mercy upon me, 
and I shall have mercy upon you.” 
_ What Thou hast then proclaimed 

to Thy faithful servants, the very 
same promise, Thou fulfillest daily 
to sinners. It is sin, that offends 
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Thee — and humanly speaking 
—- torments and pains Thee. Thou 
beggest us with vehemence, to 
leave off sin, and not to offend 
Thee any more. I will have pity 
on Thee, that Thou mayest be 
merciful to me. 


Fourth Petition. 


How forcibfy Thou commandest 
us the love of our neighbour and 
of our enemies. Thou hast given 
us a most glorious example from 
the tree of the cross. How often 
do I offend my neighbour, how 
often do I not fulfill Thy command- 
ment? “Love your enemies and 
do good to them that hate -you, 
pray for them, that persecute and 
calumniate you.” 


Put a seal upon my lips and a 
door before my mouth that my 
tongue may never injure or offend 
my neighbour knowingly. Help my 
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to fulfill the grandest and most im- 
portant commandment of Christ: 
to love my neighbour truly and 
constantly. 
oth Day. 
Ler us venerate the little hands 
of the Divine Infant in order to 
obtain great patience in persecu- 
tion, crosses, and sufferings. 
Reflection. I venerate the little 
hands which Thou in Thy -Holy 
Statue lost for seven years. The 
unbelieving soldiers have cruelly 
and scornfully deprived Thee of 
Thy little hands. Is that the gra- 
titude of man which Thou hast 
loved so much? “Give me back 
my hands and I shall bless you”’ 
were the words of Thy holy mouth. 
Can I hear them and not feel 
moved. Thou hast regained Thy 
Holy Hands again and risest Thy 
right hand to bless au ungrateful 
world. 
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Fifth Petition. 

Stitt a Child Thou hast endured 
with patience the sufferings of’ the 
Circumcision and the flight into 
Egypt; does it not seem that Thou 
wishest to reproduce something of 
those sufferings through Thy Holy 
Statue of Prague. I, a sinner laden 
with imperfections fly from all 
sufferings, When an occasion of 
contempt, a humiliation, pain or 
sickness offers, I am so easily put 
out, I become sad and complain 
and lament; it must not.be. Give 
me patience and love of suffering 
for Thou lovest a generous heart. 
“Give me back my health, my 
former strength, and my good spirit 
of childhood.” I beg of Thee 
through Thy mutilated hands, but 
not as I will, but as Thou wilt my 
dear Jesus. 

Is it good that I should suffer and 
be tempted, let it be so, but give 
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me patience and resignation that 
I may suffer willingly and meri- 
toriously for Thy greater honour 
O my God! 


Oth Day. 


- Honour the Sacred Heart, so as 
to obtain profound humility. 


The Sacred Heart of the little 
Infant is full of love towards us 
poor miserable creatures! It burns . 
with love day and night and sends 
forth innumerable benefits into all 
places and directions to be com- 
municated to all men even to the 
greatest sinner. But this little heart 
is especially kind and liberal in 
the highest degree towards those 
who venerate and invoke It as 
“Infant Jesus of Prague”. In order 
to understand fully the grandeur 
of the Sacred Heart we need 
of the love and wisdom of the 
Holy Mother of God, or of St. 
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Joseph, or of the most faithful 
servant of the Holy Infant of 
Prague, the noble and pious Father 
Cyrillus. How is it, that my heart 
is so cold, so full of earthly desires 
and self-love, that it has no place 
for a heroic love of God or my 
neighbour. O unfortunate that I 
am, to be so near the fire of di- 
vine love and still remain as cold 
as ice. What purgatory will it 
need, to satisfy for my negligence ; 
and the principal reason of my 
coldness is pride, self-love, ambi- 
tion and selfishness, the tyrant of 
the human soul. 


Sixth Petition. 


O Great God, most wonderfully 
hidden under the appearance of 
a little Infant, how I should humble 
myself! Thou art Infinite great- 
ness, sanctity and perfection and ` 
Thou art humility itself; I poverty 
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itself, full of the miseries of sin, am 
proud, self-conceited and haughty ; 
how can I possess the true peace 
of mind? 

O dearest Infant Jesus! I know 
Thou shouldst turn Thy lovely face 
away from me, who am so poor 
and bare of every virtue; not- 
withstanding I raise myself above 
others, I blame and slander them. 
I see the misery my sins have 
caused, yet I wish to be praised 
and esteemed, and even preferred 
to others. The smallest humility 
and neglect from others puts me 
out, and pains me, whilst Thou, so 
full of humility and forbearance 
art indulgent and patient beyond 
measure to the children of men. 

Sacred Heart of my dear Jesus, 
inspire me with a true humility 
and a perfect knowledge of myself, 
that I may one day deserve to be 
exalted by Thee. 
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Give me the grace, to become 
humble and simply - hearted as 
a child. “I must become like a 
child, if I will reach my Father's 
home.” 

{th Day. 
Visen the body of the Infant 
Jesus, to obtain a happy death. 

Thy Omnipotence, O wonder- 
ful Infant Jesus, has kept the body 
of the wax statue safe and clean, 
when the unbelieving soldiers threw 
it in their wrath and fury into the 
dust. Who could believe, that with 
such rough treatment, a figure es- 
caped being entirely broken — 
yet such was the case. What 
other foreboding was it, but Thy 
future exaltation? O, divine child, 
can we not say of this statue as 
of Thyself “Those that humble 
themselves, shall be exalted.” 

The miraculous statue was hum- 
bled to the dust, forgotten and 
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mutilated: for seven long years, 
and now it stands on the altars of 
nearly all the countries of Europe 
and far beyond it, and is pub- 
licly honoured upon many an 
altar represented in thousands and 
thousands of pictures, in convents 
and families. At first trodden 
down and neglected, we behold 
kings and ‘princes, cardinals and 
bishops, religious and sacular priests 
and people of all ranks, bending 
their knees, offering their gifts, and 
adoring Thee, Divine Child. Is it 
not remarkable and wonderful? 
Certainly it is not the work of 
man. I congratulate Thee Divine 
Child, and rejoice to be able to 
give testimony of Thy exaltion 
and to be able to believe in 
Thee. 

The precious statue underwent 
the same treatment as Thou hast 
suffered in Thy passion. 
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Thou wert the outcast of hu- 
manity, spit upon and scoffed at, 
scourged and crowned with thorns, 
thrown into prison and considered 
inferior to a murderer, ridiculed 
by the populace and now Thou 
art honoured in heaven, and 
upon earth; at Thy name every 
knee should bend; and the world 
shall one day be Thy kingdem. 
What miraculous change! Is there 
a man who thinks and reflects on 
these thruths and still remains cold, 
unbelieving or indifferent. 


Seventh Petition. 


Gracious Infant Jesus! Behold me 
now to ask with all the fervour 
of my heart for a happy death. 
When my last hour is appreaching 
come then to visit me in the Holy 
Viaticum, stay with me and bring 
Thy Blessed Mother and Saint 
Joseph with Thee. Soften my pains, 
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diminish my anxiety, help me to 
conquer valiantly all the assaults of 
the devil and give me the grace, 
that I may willingly offer my 
earthly life in the hope of an eter- 
nal one in expiation of my sins. 
In that way let me gain the in- 
dulgence of the dying the last 
grace granted by my Church to 


- her children! Do Thou bless me 


with Thy divine little hands, when 
the priest or another charitable 
samaritan blesses me. 

Thou hast lived and suffered 
12,190 days upon earth, which 
equal 292,575 hours, and then 
Thou hast died poor, abandoned, 
despised, and ridiculed by the 
whole world. 

I beg of Thee through the agony 
Thou suffered on Mount Olivet and 
upon the cross, and through all 
Thy precious Blood, that was shed 
to grant me the grace of a happy 
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death. All is well that ends well. 
Saint Joseph and Saint Barbara 
intercede for me, and obtain this © 
grace for me. Amen. | 


8th Day. 


Ler us venerate the feet of the 
Holy Infant, that we may be judged 
mercifully after our death. 


Reflection. Blessed feet of the 
Holy Infant, which remained safe 
and unhurt during the seven years 
of abandonment, I venerate you. 
You were once forgotten but now 
you are honoured and venerated 
to the horror of the enemies of 
Jesus Christ. Thy holy feet O 
merciful Jesus have made many 
thousand steps, to look for the lost 
sheep and to find it; that is why 
Thy little feet are an object of 
veneration. How many a hard 
and painful step hast Thou taken 
for me also, O Holy Infant, during 
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the thity three years of Thy 
earthly life! I shall be and will 
always remain grateful to Thee 
for each of them; O grant that 
they have not been useless! 


Eighth Petition. 


Ir is to Thee, most gracious Jesus, 
that Thy Heavenly Father has 
given all power and jurisdiction. 
When then my soul shall have 
left this mortal body, she will 
appear before Thee, who knowest 
all things, and Thou wilt judge 
her as a just judge, O God of all 
Holiness! Thou knowest all my 
thoughts, words, deeds, omissions, 
desires and negligences. Nothing 
is forgotten on the last day, but 
is revealed and made known to 
all mankind. How shall I appear 
on that dreadful day? O be not 
in that hour a severe judge, but 
the sweet Infant Jesus! Give me 
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grace, often to think on’ the last 
day and to serve Thee faithfully, so 
that I may not be numbered among 
= the lost sheep. — By Thy Holy 
Childhood, I beseech Thee be not 
to me a Judge but a Saviour! 
9th Day. 

VENERATE through the Holy Infant 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, to 
obtain through her intercession a 
speedy deliverance from the pains 
of purgatory. 

Reflection. I hehold Thee now, 
a small helpless child! Thy sacred 
Godhead is vanished from my 
eyes. Thou art true God, con- 
substantially united with the Father; 
the Blessed Virgin is Thy true 
Mother, and by right entitled, 
Mother ‘of God. 

The honour bestowed upon Thy 
Holy Mother, is honour to Thee, 
for as much as Thou lovest her, 
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Thou art pleased with our poor 
endeavours to venerate her Ima- 
culate Heart, esprecially for the 
conversion of sinners. Through 
this pure and most beloved heart 
of Thy Holy Mother, I beseech 
of Thee to have mercy upon me. 


Ninth Petition. 


I Fear that by lukewarmness and 
indifference to gain the indulgences, 
I shall have to suffer a long time 
in purgatory there, helpless to do 
any thing for myself, I must wait 
for the charitable prayers of others; 
and how soon are the dead for- 
gotten. 


Dearest Jesus, through the purity 
of Thy Sacred Heart in Thy Child- 
hood, I beseech Thee; to shorten 
my time in purgatory; for which 
intention I offer to Thy Heavenly 
Father, Thy bitter passion the 
mockery, derision, the contempt and 
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abandonement whith Thou didst 
suffer, and all the meritorious works 
of Thy Saints, and all the masses, 
that will be said to the end: of 
the world. Let this my offering 
and petition be pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to Thee, and grant that 
Thy precious blood may one day 
extinguish the flames of my pur- 
gatory, when I am there suffering 
for the expiation of my sins. Amen. 


= GY. »— 


Indulgences. 


Plenary, on the 25th of every month, to 
all those who shall be present in any 
church or public oratory at the devotion 
in honour of the Child Jesus, and shall 
say the following prayers, revised and 
approved by the S. Congr. of Rites. — 
Three hundred days once a month, to 
those who use this devotion in private. 


Mysteries of the Holy Childhood. 


y. Incline unto mine aid, O God. 
W. O Lord, make haste.to help me. 
Y. Glory by to the Father, 

Our Father. 


I. THE Incarnation. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who didst 
come down from the bosom of 
the Father for our salvation, who 
wast conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
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who didst not abhor the Virgin’s 
womb, and who when the Word 
was made flesh, didst take upon 
thee the form of a servant: have 
mercy upon us. = 


R. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on us. 
Hail Mary. 


Il. THE VISITATION. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who, through 
. thy Virgin Mother, didst visit Saint 
Elizabeth, and fill thy forerunner 
the holy Baptist with the Holy 
Ghost, sanctified him whilst yet in 
his mother’s womb: have mercy 
upon us. 

W. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 


mercy on us. 
Hail Mary. 


Ul. THe EXPETATION OF THE BIRTH. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who shut 
up for nine months in Thy Mother's 
womb, wast looked for with eager 


— 109 — 


expectation by Mary and by Joseph, 
and wast offered to God the Father 
for the salvation of the world: 
have mercy upon us. 


W. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have- 
= mercy on us. . 
Hail Mary. 


IV. Tue BIRTH. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, born in Beth- 
lehem of Mary ever Virgin, swa- 
thed in rags, laid in the manger, 
announced by angels, visited by 
sheperds: have mercy on us. 


Ry. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on us. 


Hail Mary. 
O Jesus, born of Virgin‘ bright, 
Immortal glory be to thee; 
Praise to the Father Infinite, 
And Holy Ghost eternally. 


¥. Christ is at hand. 
W. Come, let us worship. 


Our Father. 
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V. THE CIRCUMCISION. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, wounded in 
Thy circumcision on the eighth 
day, called by the glorious name 
of Jesus, and at once by thy name 
and thy blood foreshown as the 
Saviour of the world: have mercy 
upon us. | 


- Ẹ. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy On us. 


Hail Mary.. 


VI. THe ADORATION OF THE MAGI. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, made known 
to the three Magi by a star, adored 
in the arms of thy Mother pre- 
sented with the mystic gifts gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh: have 
mercy upon us. 


R. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on us. fs 


Hail Mary. 
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VIL THe PRESENTATION, 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who wast 
presented in the temple by the 
Virgin Mother, who was embraced 
by Simeon; and revealed to Israel 
by Anna the prophetess: have 
mercy on us. 


R. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on us. 
Hail Mary. 


= VIII. Tse Fuicutr into EGYPT. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, whom wicked 
Herod sought to slay, whom Joseph 
carried with Mary into Egypt, 
who wast taken from a cruel death 
and wast glorified by the blood of 
innocents: have mercy upon us. 
Ry. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on us. 7 
© Hail Mary. 
O Jesus, born of Virgin bright, 
Immortal glory be to thee; 
Praise to the Father Infinite, 
And Holy Ghost eternally. 
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y. Christ is at hand. 
R. Come let us worship. 


Our Father. 


IX. THE SOJOURN IN EGyPT. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who didst 
dwell in Egypt with most holy 
Mary and the patriarch holy Joseph 
until the death of Herod: have 
mercy upon us. 


W. Have mercy on us, Infant RA have 
mercy on us. 


Hail Mary. 


X. THe RETURN our oF EGYPT. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who, after 
Herod’s death, didst return into 
the land of Israel, who didst suffer 
many toils by the way, and didst 
enter into the city of Nazareth : 
have mercy upon us. 


ly. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on us. 


Hail Mary. 
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XI. Hoty LIFE. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, who in the 
holy house at Nazareth, subject to 
thy parents, didst dwell most holily, 
wast wearied by poverty and labours, 
and didst advance in wisdom, age, 
and grace: have mercy upon us. 


R. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus. have 
mercy on us. 
Hail Mary. 


XII. DISPUTATION WITH THE DOCTORS. 


Jesus, sweetest Child, at twelve 
years old brought to Jerusalem, 
sought for by thy parents with 
sorrow, and found with joy after 
three days amongst the doctors: 
have mercy upon us. 
R. Have mercy on us, Infant Jesus, have 
mercy on Uus. 

Hail Mary. 
O Jesus, born of Virgin bright, 
Immortal glory be to thee; 
Praise to the Father Infinite, 
And Holy Ghost eternally. 
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W. Christ is at hand. 
W. Come, let us worship. 

Our Father. 
For Christmas-day and its Octave. 
Ñ. The Word was made flesh, Alleluia. 
R. And dwelt among us, Alleluia. | 


For Epiphany and its Octave, 


Ý. Christ has manifested himself to us, 


Alleluia. 
R. Come, let us adore, Alleluia. 


Let us pray. 
AumicHty and everlasting God, 
Lord of heaven and earth, who 
dost reveal thyself to little ones; 


grant, we beseech thee, that by 


duly honouring the holy mysteries 
of thy son, the Infant Jesus, and 
daily imitating him in our lives, 


_ we may come to the kingdom of 


heaven promised by thee to little 
children. Through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PSS 


Litany of the Most Holy Name 
of Jesus. | 


An Indulgence of three hundred days was 
granted by Rescript, dated April 28. 1864, 
to the Faithful in England for the devout 
recitation of the Litany of the Most Holy 
Name, by our Most Holy Father Pope 
Pius IX., who at the same time prohibited 
any form but that of which the following 
is a translation, authorised by the Bishops. 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, hear us. 

Jesus, graciously hear us. 

God the Father, of Heaven, 

God the Son, Redeemer of the World, 
God the Holy Ghost, 

Holy Trinity, one God, 

Jesus, Son of the living God, 
Jesus, splendour of the Father, 
Jesus, brightness of eternal hight, 
Jesus, King of glory, 

Jesus, Sun of justice, 

Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary, 
Jesus, most amiable, 
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Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
Jesus, 
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most admirable, ~ 
mighty God, 
Father of the world, to come, 
Angel of great counsel, 
most powerful, 

most patient, 

most obedient, 

meek and humble of heart, 
lover of chastity, 

lover of us, 

God of peace, 

Author of life, 

example of virtues, 

zealous lover of souls, 

our God, 

our refuge, 

Father of the poor, 
treasure of the faithful, 
Good Sheperd, 

true light, 

eternal wisdom, 

infinite goodness, 

our way and our life, 

joy of Angels, 

King of Patriarchs, 
Master of the Apostles, 
Teacher of Evangelists, 
strength of Martyrs, 

light of Confessors, 
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Jesus, purity of Virgins, Be merciful unto us, 


From the neglect of thy Inspirations, 
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Jesus, crown of all Saints, Be merciful unto 
us, Spare us, -O Jesus, 

Be merciful unto us, Graciously hear us, 
O Jesus. 

From all evil, 

From all sin, 

From Thy wrath, 

From the snares of the devil, 

From the spirit of uncleanness, 

From everlasting death, 


Through the mystery of thy Incarnation, 

Through thy Nativity, 

Through thine infancy, 

Tbrough thy most divine life, 

Through thy labours, 

Through thine agony and passion, 

Through thy Cross and dereliction, 

Through thy faintness and weariness, 

Through thy death and burial, 

Through thy resurrection, 

Through thine ascension, 

Through thy joy, 

Through thy glory, 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of 
the world, Spare us, O Jesus, 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of 
the world, Have mercy on us, QO Jesus. 

Jesus, hear us, 

Jesus, graciously hear us. 
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Let us pray. 


© Lor» Jesus Christ, who hast 
said: Ask, and ye shall receive; 
seek. and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you; 
give, we beseech Thee, to us who 
ask, the grace of Thy most divine 
love, that with all our heart, words, 
and works, we may love Thee, 
and never cease to praise Thee. 

Make us, O Lord, to have a 
perpetual fear and love of Thy 
Holy Name; for Thou never failest 
to govern those whom Thou dost 
solidly establish in Thy love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


35-0 


The Thirty Days Prayer. 


To the Bl. V. Mary, in honour of the 
Sacred Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by the devout Recital of which, for the 
above Space of Time, we may hope to 
obtain any lawful Request. 

Ever glorious and blessed Mary, 
Queen of Virgins, Mother of Mercy, 
hope and comfort of dejected and 
desolate souls, through that sword 
of sorrow which pierced thy heart 
whilst thine only Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord suffered death and igno- 
miny on the cross; through that 
filial tenderness and pure love he 
had for thee, grieving in thy grief, 
whilst from his cross he recom- 
mended thee to the care and 
protection of his beloved disciple 
St. John, take pity, I beseech thee, 
on my poverty and necessities; 


have compassion on my anxieties 
and cares, assist and comfort me — 
in all my infirmities and miseries. 
Thou art the Mother of Mercy, 
the sweet consolatrix and refuge- 
of the needy and the orphan, of © 
the desolate and the afflicted. — 
Look. therefore, with pity ona — 
miserable forlorn child of Eve, and 
hear my prayer; for since, in just — 
punishment of my sins, I am en- 
compassed with evils, and oppressed 
with anguish of spirit, whither can 
I flee for more secure shelter, O 
amiable Mother of my Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, than to thy — 
maternal protection. Attend, there- 
fore, I beseech thee, with pity and 
compassion, to my humble and 
earnest request. I ask it, through — 
the infinite mercy of thy dear Son; 
through that love and condescen- — 
sion wherewith he embraced our 
nature, when in compliance with — 
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the divine will, thou gavest thy 
consent, and whom, after the ex- 
piration of nine months, thou didst 
bring forth from the chaste en- 
closure of thy womb, to visit this 
world, and bless it with his pre- 
sence. I ask it, through that an- 
guish of mind wherewith thy be- 
loved Son, our dear Saviour, was 
overwhelmed on mount Olivet, 
when he besought his Eternal 
Father, to remove from him if 
possible, the bitter chalice of his 
future passion. I ask it, through 
the threefold repetition of his 
prayer in the Garden, from whence 
afterwards, with dolorous steps 


and mournful tears, thou didst 


= accompany him to the doleful 


theatre of his sufferings and death. 
I ask it through the welts and 
sores of his virginal flesh, occa- 
sioned by the cords and whips 
wherewith he was bound and 
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scourged, when stripped of his 
seamless garment, for which his 
executioners afterwards cast lots. 
I ask it, through the scoffs and 
ignominies by which he was in- 
sulted, the false accusations and 
unjust sentence by which he was 
condemned to death, and which 
he bore with heavenly patience. 
I ask it, through his bitter tears 
and bloody sweat; his silence and 
resignation; his sadness and grief 
of heart. I ask it through the 
blood which trickled from his royal 
and sacred head, when struck with 
his sceptre of a reed, and pierced 
with his crown of thorns. I ask 
it through the excruciating tor- 
ments he suffered, when his hands 
and feet were fastened with huge 
nails to the tree of the cross. 
I ask it, through the vehement 
thirst, and bitter portion of vinegar 
and gall. I ask it, through his 
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dereliction on the cross, when he 
exclaimed, My God! My God! 
why hast thou forsaken me? I 
ask it, through his mercy extended 
to the good thief, and through his 
recommending his precious soul 
and spirit into the hands of his 
Eternal Father before he expired, 
saying, All Is Consummated! I ask 
it, through the blood mixed with 
water, which issued from his sacred 
side when pierced with a lance, 
and whence a flood of grace and 
mercy hath flowed to us. I ask 
it, through his immaculate life, 
bitter passion and ignominious 
death on the cross, at which na- 
ture itself was thrown into con- 
- vulsions, by the bursting of rocks, 
rending of the veil of the temple, 
the earthquake, and darkness of 
the sun and moon. I ask it, 
through his descent into hell, where 
he comforted the saints of the old 
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law with his presence, and led 
captivity captive. I ask it, through 
his glorious victory over death, 
when he arose again to life on 
the third day, and through the 
joy which his appearance for forty 
days after gave thee, his blessed 
Mother, his apostles, and the rest 
of his disciples, when in thine and 
their presence he miraculously as- 
cended into heaven. I ask it, 
through the grace of the Holy 
Ghost, infused into the hearts of 
the disciples,, when he descended 
upon them in the form of fiery 
tongues, and by. which they were 
inspired with zeal in the conver- 
sion of the world when they went 
to preach the gospel. I ask it, 
through the awful appearance of 
the Son at the last dreadful day, 
when he shall come to judge the 
living and the dead, and the world 
by fire. I ask it, through the com- 
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passion, he bore thee in his life, 
and the ineffable joy thou didst 
feel at thine assumption into hea- 
ven, where thou art eternally ab- 
sorbed in the sweet contemplation 
of his adorable perfections. O 
glorious, and ever blessed Virgin! 
comfort the heart of thy suppli- 
cant by obtaining for me*. And 
as I am persuaded my divine Sa- 
viour honours thee as his beloved 
Mother, to whom he can refuse 
nothing, let me speedily experience 
the efficacy of thy powerful inter- 
cession, according to the tender- 
ness of thy maternal affection and 
his’ filial loving heart, who merci- 
fully grantest the requests, and 
compliest with the desires of those 
that love and fear him. O most 
blessed Virgin! beside the object 
_ of my present petition, and what- 
ever else I may stand in need of, 
obtain for me of thy dear Son, 
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our Lord and our God, a lively 
faith, firm hope, perfect charity, 
true contrition, a horror of sin, 
love of God and my neighbour, 
contempt of the world, and patience 
and resignation under the trials 
and afflictions of this life. Obtain 
likewise for me, O sacred Mother 
of God! the great gift of final 
perseverance, and the grace to 
receive the last sacraments worthily 
at the hour of death. Lastly ob- 
tain, I beseech thee, for the souls 
of my parents, brethren, relations, 
and benefactors, both living and 
dead, life everlasting. Amen. 


When our hearts are bow’d with woe, 
When our bitter tears o’erflow. 

When the hour of death is near, 
Jesus, Son of David, hear! 


Thou hast bow’d thy dying head, 
Thou the blood of life hast shed; 
Thou hast fill’d a mortal bier, 
Jesus, Son of David, hear! 
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When the heart is sad within 

With the thought of all its sin; 

When the spirit shrinks with fear, 
- Jesus, Son of David, hear! 


Thou the shame, the grief hast known, 
Though the sins were not thine own, 
Thou hast deign’d their load to bear, 
Jesus, Son of David, hear! 
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A prayer in honour of the Childhood 
of Jesus Christ. 


O Most amiable Jesus! who for 
my love. and for my instruction 
didst vouchsafe to conceal thy 
eternal wisdom under the weakness 
and dependance of childhood, I 
most humbly thank thee for having 
shown me, in thy own sacred 
person, how I should sanctify my 
youth, and thereby draw a blessing 
on my future life; I beseech thee, 
O Lord, to penetrate -my heart 
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with thy fear and thy love, that 


I may profit of the example thou 
hast left me. Do -not permit that 
a single day or hour of my life 
should be devoted to any other 
pursuit than thy service, the great 
and only end, for which I come 
into the world. O adorable Jesus! 
since thou art pleased to ask for 
my heart, take it, I beseech thee, 
entirely and for ever; model it on 
thy own sacred heart; inflame it 
with thy love, and impress it with 
such a lively horror of sin as may 
never be weakened; infuse therein 
the virtues of thy holy youth, thy 
meekness innocence, docility and 
charity. I desire to honour thy 
obedience to thy blessed Mother, 
by constant submission to my 
superiors. I offer up my prayers 
in union with thine; I unite my 


intentions in all I do, to that pure 


and divine intention, which infini- 
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tely exalted even the least actions 
whilst thou wert on earth. I par- 
ticularly devote my studies, and 
all my exterior occupations, to: 
honour thy laborious and humble 
employments during thy early age. 
O divine Jesus, take me, thy un- 
worthy child, under thy protection; 
preserve me from the dangers and 
temptations of this world, which 
is thy enemy, and direct all my 
thoughts, words, desires and ac- 
tions, to thy greater glory. Amen. 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

In the believer's ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

And drives away his fear. 

It makes his broken spirit whole, 

And calms the troubled breast ; 

“Tis manna to the hungry soul, 

And to the weary rest. 

Oh may I now his love proclaim 

With every fleeting breath ; 


And may the music of his name 
Refresh my soul in death.” 
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A litany in honour of the Child 
Jesus. 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

God the Father of heaven, - 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

God the Holy Ghost, 

Holy Trinity, one God, 

Child Jesus, Son of the living God, 

Child Jesus, Son of the: Virgin Mary, — 

Child Jesus, the Word made Flesh, 

Child Jesus, image of the Godhead, 

Child Jesus, splendour of eternal light, 

Child Jesus, equal to the eternal Father, 

Child Jesus, glory of the virgin Mother, 

Child Jesus, first-born of all creatures, 

Child Jesus, weeping in the manger, 

Child Jesus, conqueror of tyrants, 

Child Jesus, overthrower of idols, 

Child Jesus, filled with zeal for the glory 
of thy Father, 

Child Jesus, voluntary subject to the 
blessed Mother, 
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`” Child Jesus, omnipotent in thy weakness, 

Child Jesus, great in thy humility, 

Child Jesus, fountain of graces, 

Child Jesus, furnace of love, 

Child Jesus, angel of the great council, 

Child Jesus, root of the patriarchs, 

Child Jesus, inspirer of the prophets, 

Child Jesus, joy of the sheperds, 

Child Jesus, star of Jacob, 

Child Jesus, expectation of the eternal 

_ hills, 

Child Jesus, the desired of all nations, 

Child Jesus, the divine model of youth, 

Child Jesus, the protector of children, 

Child Jesus, the mighty —- the admirable 

_ — the prince of peace, 

` Be merciful unto us. Spare us, O Lord 
Jesus. 

Be merciful unto us. Hear us, O Lord 
Jesus. 

By thy ineffable incarnation, 

By thy sacred birth, | 

By thy humility and piety, 

By thy precious tears, 

By thy painful circumcision, 

By thy glorious manifestation, 

By the holy presentation, 

By the labours, sufferings, and humilia- 
tions of thy childhood, 

By thy tender love for youth, 
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Lamb of God, who takest away the sius 
of the world, 

Have mercy on us, O Lord Jesus. 

Lamb of God etc. ete, 

Lamb of God etc. etc. 


Let us pray. 


Lorp Jesus Christ, Son of the 
living God, who having been con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, wert 
pleased to be born in a stable: 
to be adored by the heavenly 
host; to by circumcised; mani- 
fested to the Gentiles; presented 
in the temple, carried into Egypt; 
brought back to Nazareth; to reveal 
in part thy eternal wisdom among 
the doctors at Jerusalem, and to 
pass the holy childhood in sub- 
jection to thy blessed Mother and 
reputed Father; permit us little 
children to come to thee, and 
forbid us not, that by thy holy 
grace we may reverence the my- 
steries of thy sacred youth, with 


— 133 — 


such sincere. devotion, as to be- 
come conformable to thee in meek- 
ness, humility, docility, and cha- 
rity, O divine Child, who, with the 
Holy Ghost, livest and reignest, 
one God, world without end. Amen. | 


In thy presence I am happy, 
In thy presence I’m secure; 
In thy presence all afflictions 
I can easily endure. 


In thy presence I can conquer, 

I can suffer, I can die; 

Far from thee, I faint and perish, 
O my Saviour, keep me nigh! 


—@Hfior—- 


Prayers. 


: For the preservation and defence of 
Temporal Goods. 


O! Diıvme Infant! source of all 
goodness, the compassion of Thy 
heart is infinite, and equally so, is 
Thy liberality. Thou inundatest 
us with Thy graces, which we long 
for and surroundest us with Thy 
blessings spiritual and temporal. 
If Thou doest not protect our 
goods of this life, all care and 
trouble is useless in vain; all 
powerfull Infant, raise Thy hands 
to bless our possessions; take 
them under Thy powerful protec- 
tion, guard them from all misfor- 
tune and damage. Give me suffi- 
cient grace that I may use my 
temporal goods according to Thy 
holy wil, and to my own profit; 


aa 
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— and that I may also use them 
for the good of my neighbour out 
of love of Thee; that so I may 
amass “treasures in heaven, where. 
neither the rust nor moth do 
consume and where thieves do 
not break through — nor steal.” 


‘Math. VI. 20. 


Grant me, eternal Lord, thy light to cheer, 
Thy hand to guide me while I sojourn here; 
Thy grace to help, thy peace my soul to fill, 
Then sorrow’s storm may thunder as it will ; 
I am supported by thy holy arm — 


_ The cloud may but oh, it cannot harm. 


I pray not, “Shield me, Father, from distress,’ 

But, “Wake me soul to truth ‘and holiness; ’ 

I ask not, that my wordly course may run 

Cloudless, — but humbly, “Let thy will be 
done.” 


Prayer for the Fruits of the earth. 


O! WownperFut Child Jesus, open 
Thy gracious and loving eyes, and 
cast a favourable look on our 
fields and meadows, on our gar- 
dens and vineyards, on our woods 
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and water supplies; be the sun that 
fertilizes them; bless the earth with 
all. living creatures, that it may 
bring forth necessary fruit, All 
depends on Thy blessing. Thou 
hast miraculously blessed the Vign 
of the Carmelites of Prague; do 
likewise that our fields, our mea- 
dows and our gardens may pro- 
duce aboundant fruit, preserve them 
from all damage. Grant that we 
may use them greatfully and justly, 
and also with compassion, and 
charity for our brethren. Amen. 


For fine weather. 


We adore Thee O Infant Jesus! 
because we know Thou art all 
powerful. We have such bad wea- 
ther for so long, the sun no longer 
heats us with its rays. By the 
beauty of Thy sweet Face, by 
Thy mercy and power, we beseech 
Thee, command the sun to appear, 
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and to make us, as your holy 
countenance does, joyful and happy. 
Amen. 


For Rain. 


Tue soil has become sterile and 
dry — by the great drought, 
nothing can. grow, or become fruit- 


ful. To Thee, O Jesus — most 


beautiful among the children of 
men, we come in this public calam- 
nity, and great want. 


Through the tears, Thou didst 
shed in Thy suffering childhood, 
through ‘the precious blood and 
water which flowed from Thy 
sacred side, we earnestly beseech 
Thee, to send us the necessary 
rain for the country. Elias, though 
a poor man obtained the happi- 
ness of his country, through his 


‘prayers for fruitful rain., Thou 


sweetest Jesus, who art goodness- 
itself, hear our prayers. — Amen. 
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In sickness or suffering. 


MERCIFUL Jesus, in my sickness 
and infirmities, I come to Thee 
full of confidence with the most 
fervent sentiments of contrition — 
as the best, the cleverest, the most 
compassionate and most powerful 
physician. 

May thy will not mine be done: 
May thy will and mine be one. 
During thy earthly life, how many 
sick and afflicted hast thou not 
helped and cured! I acknowledge 
that I deserve these sufferings, and 
accept them with submission and 
resignation. 

However J remember, how many 
times Thou Infant Jesus of Prague, 
hast helped the greatest sinners, 
and this thought increases my con- 
fidence. O amiable Jesus, thou 
hast only to wish it — to deliver 
me from my sufferings; and to 
give me back the health. which 


I have been so Jong deprived of. 
Do not delay, stretch out Thy 
little hands and cure me. Take 


away my sufferings especially N. N. 


which depress me most. Never- 
theless : | 

May thy Will not mine be done: 
May thy Will and mine be one! 
Is it Thy will that I should still - 
suffer, and that my infirmities 
should remain. I will it also; but 
give me patience and joy in 
suffering. | 


I have call'd thee Abba, Father, 

I have set my heart on thee; 

Storms may howl, and tempests gather 
All must work for good to me. 

Oh ’t is not in grief to harm me, 
While thy love is left to me; 

Oh ’t were not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmix’d with thee! 


Prayer during a Thunderstorm. 
In our fear and consternation we 
come to Thec, O Jesus, full of » 
confidence during this great danger. 
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Grant through Thy power and 
love that the storm will hurt no 
one. Lift up thy little hands and 
disperse the clouds. Check the 
dreadful thunder; take from the 
lightening its force, calm the winds, 
` protect our houses and lands from 

fire. Show forth Thy Power aud 
Love, we beseech thee, through 
the great mystery of thy Incar- 
nation. “And the Word was made 
Flesh, and dwelt amongst us.” 
Chrush us not unfortunate sinners 
in Thy wrath, nor take from us 
our daily bread. 

Glory be to the Father and to 
the Son and the Holy Ghost, as 
it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be world without 
end. Amen. 

Say this prayer three times, adding each 
time an Our Father and Hail Mary. 


Se on 


P- 


e oi iia | 


To be had at MıicmarL Serz, 


‘Bookseller, Aucssurc, Carmeliter- 


street: 


Statues of the Miraculous Infant 


of Prague. 


a) in plaster 50 cm high, set; touched 
at the Miraculous Statue (with each 
Statue is given an attestation of its 
authenticity) includ. case (for Ger- 
many) M. 16.50. , 

To a foreign country (invoice unfranked 

sent as load!) Fres. 20.~, crowns 15.—, 

Sh. 16.—, florins 10.—, doll. 41/,. 

b) Statues of wax (with body of wood, 
hands, feet, and head of wax — these 
cannot be touched to the Miraculous 
Statue) with beautiful silk dresses gold- 
lace and velvet mantles. 

I. Size I 55 cm high, includ. gilt crown 
and globe, embroidery superfine M. 50.—, 
plainer M. 45.— and M. 35.50. 

2. Size II 47 cm high, with crown of wax 
M. 20.—, M. 25.— and M. 30.—. 

3. Size III 35 cm high, with crown of 
wax M. 12.— to M. 18.—. | 


4. Size IV 20 cm high, with crown of wax 
M. 6.—, M. 10.—, M. 12.—. 


Cases for packing can be had very 
cheap. Little Infants with richer dressing 
and embroidery can be made to order. 
Time of delivery 4—6 weeks. The Statues 
of wax can be blessed, if desirable. 


Glass-shades for the Statue. 


Glass-shade, round for size I with stand of 
wood 55 cm M. 8.—. 

Glass-shade, round for size II with stand 
of wood 50 cm M. 6.50. 

Glass-shade, round for size III with stand 
of wood 42 cm M. 6.— 

Glass-shade, round for size IV with stand 
of wood 23cm M. 3.—. 

Glass-shade, oval for size I with stand of 
wood 55cm M. 18.—. 

Glass-shade, oval for size II with stand of 
wood 50cm M. 12.—. 

Glass-shade, oval for size III with stand of 
wood 42cm M. 8.—. 

Glass-shade, oval for size IV with stand of 
wood 23 cm M. 5.50. 


Not responsible for any damage etc. etc. 
done on the way of transport. 


Tabernacles | 


for the Statues of wood, set; with three glass 
sides, door with lock; plain, and richly or- 
namented from M. 30.— to M. 150. 


Photographs 


after the original; small size and cabinet 
touched to the Statue! 50— 1.50. 


Colored Prints. 


In six colours, with the De of St. Cy- 
- rillus (14. >< 10 > cm) 6 pf each; M. 5 
per 100. 

In six colours, with the prayer of St. Cy- 
rillus (10 >< 51/,cm) 4 pf each; M. 4 
per IOO. 

In six colours, opening in four, with the 
explanation of the Statue and its de- 
votions, and a prayer to be said when 
in great trouble; (10 >< 5'/, cm) 7 pf 
each; per 100 M. 6. 

Smallest size -— for posting on paper 
(4 >< 3cm) per Ioo M. 2. 

The colored prints can also be had with 

French and English text. 


Pd 


Devotion Saint Enfant-Jesus de Prague. 


Par le R. P. Herm. Koneberg O. S. B. 
VI and 144 pag. 
relié M. —.60, franko M. 0.70. 


Brass Candlesticks. 


12cm high, from M. 2.20 to M. 5 each. 
20 cm high, from M. 6.— to M. Io each. 


Crystal lamp 


small size, for standing before the statue 

M. 3.50. Gouillon’s patent wicks; (size 

N 0, I, 2, 3), a box (lasts a. year) franco 
M. 2.70. 


Superfine Oil, 


only supplied for the above devotion; does 

not smoke; at J. Germann, churchoils and 

incenses. Augsburg, Frohnhof, (near the _ 
Cathedral). 
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